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Huge step forward 


Paine’s 

Europa 

verdict 

SAINTS legend Terry 
Paine believes it will 
be a huge step for¬ 
ward for the club if 
they can secure Eu¬ 
ropean football. 

Ronald Koeman’s side 
head to Manchester City 
tomorrow hoping to cap 
an incredible season with 
three vital points. 

Saints start the day in 
seventh position, but a vic¬ 
tory could send them fifth 
and guarantee them a Eu¬ 
ropa League spot. 

“It would be a huge 
achievement, and a step 
forward,” said Saints pres¬ 
ident Paine. 

“That’s important. It’s 
not easy in the Premier 
League every year to make 
a step forward.” 

Paine added: “To achieve 
what we have achieved 
has been really spectacu¬ 
lar, and not only that, but 
I think the entertainment 
value, I think we forget 
about that as well. 

CONTINUED ON P3 



EUROPE BOUND: Terry Paine says it will be a huge achievement if Ronald Koeman (above) leads Saints to the Europa League. 


J-Rodjoy 
at return 
to fitness 

SAINTS forward Jay 
Rodriguez has spoken 
of his delight at finally 
returning to fitness. 

The 25-year-old has 
been sidelined for 
more than a year with a 
major knee injury, but 
is now back to health. 

Although he will not 
be included in the 
squad for tomorrow’s 
season finale at 
Manchester City, he 
has travelled with the 
team for the first time 
this season. 

And Rodriguez is 
delighted to have put 
some dark days behind 
him. 

“I’m in a good place 
now,” he said. “It’s at 
the point you wanted to 
be at the start of rehab, 
amongst the lads, 
training and working 
hard, and it’s just really 
good for myself.” 

The England 
international has also 
thanked his 
teammates, family and 
friends for helping him 
on the road back. 

“It’s obviously been 
very tough,” he said. 

“It’s not a good place 
to be when you’re 
injured, because you 
want to be playing, but 
I think I’ve dealt with it 
a lot easier than what I 
thought would, with my 
family, friends and 
fiancee that have been 
sticking by me.” 

FULL STORY: P3 
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Saints striker Jay relishing return to action 



Jay Rodriguez clutches his right knee during a match at Manchester City in April 2014. The forward 
suffered a rupture of his anterior cruciate ligament, forcing him to miss more than a year. 


‘Saints stars 
should follow 
J-Rod’s lead’ 

SAINTS president Terry Paine 
believes the club could have 
reached the Champions League 
if Jay Rodriguez had been fit all 
season - and he has encouraged 
other stars to follow his suit and 
commit their future to St Mary’s. 

Rodriguez, who was last season’s 
top scorer, has missed the entire 
campaign with a major knee 
injury and has only just reached 
the stage where he is ready to play 
again. 

Even without the England 
international’s goals, Saints have 
put themselves on the brink of 
securing a Europa League spot, 
and for much of the season were 
also in contention for the top four. 

Paine believes they might well 
have snuck into one of those 
positions had Rodriguez been 
available. 

“I honestly believe if Jay 
Rodriguez had stayed fit and we 
would have had him for the year, 
it’s amazing what an extra ten, 

15 goals would have done to this 
season,” he said. 



“You could almost have said 
you would have been in the top 
four, so I think that’s how close 
we are, which I think is really 
encouraging.” 

Rodriguez last week signed a 
new four-year contract at Saints, 
ending speculation about his 
future, and Paine hopes the likes 
of Nathaniel Clyne and Morgan 
Schneiderlin will follow suit and 
sign new deals. 

He said: “We always say it, but it 
may have been really last season 
when those players did leave 
us that we can almost say you 
thought the grass was greener the 
other side, and it hasn’t quite been 
the case, has it? 

“It hasn’t been brilliant for those 
who left. 

“There’s a really good 
opportunity that we are going to 
be in Europe anyhow, so European 
football just round the corner 
- it’s not as if they’d have to go 
and join one of those teams to get 
European football. 

“Hopefully it’ll be there in their 
own backyard.” 


SAINTS forward Jay Rodriguez 
says he is “in a good place now” af¬ 
ter overcoming more than a year of 
injury torment. 

The 25-year-old is fit again after completing 
the long road back from a ruptured anterior 
cruciate ligament, which he suffered in April 
2014, writes Gordon Simpson. 

Coincidentally, the devastating injury oc¬ 
curred at the same ground Saints’ are visit¬ 
ing tomorrow - Manchester City’s Etihad 
Stadium. 

Rodriguez will not be involved in the squad 
for the season’s final game, but he is thrilled 
to finally be back to health. 

“I’m in a good place now,” he said. “It’s at 
the point you wanted to be at the start of re¬ 
hab, amongst the lads, training and working 
hard, and it’s just really good for myself.” 

Even though he is not going to be part of the 
matchday squad, Rodriguez is still travelling 
with the team for this weekend’s match. 

That alone will provide some sense of relief, 
after many weekends of being left behind 
while the rest of the players went off to play. 

“You miss the buzz of the weekend,” said 
Rodriguez. 

“You work hard all week to play the game on 
Saturday, and win, lose or draw you still get 
that buzz of you’ve played part of a game in 
the Premier League, so I think for that it was 
a little bit strange. 

“But you get different buzzes when you’re 
injured, little goals that you set and you just 
have to change your mindset for a bit.” 

The England international added: “It’s obvi¬ 
ously been very tough. It’s not a good place 
to be when you’re injured, because you want 
to be playing, but I think I’ve dealt with it a 
lot easier than what I thought would, with 
my family, friends and fiancee that have been 
sticking by me. 

“That makes it a lot easier and puts things 
in perspective. The minimum you can do is 
work hard and that’s all I do.” 

Rodriguez continued: “It probably put 
things in perspective and [you] realise that 
it could be a lot worse and there’s a lot of 
worse things happening in the world, so for 
me it was just normal to get on with it and be 
appreciative of what I’ve got, and my family 
and friends and everything else.” 

The former Burnley striker, who joined 
Saints in 2012 for a £7m fee, revealed he has 
no concerns about his knee going again, 
and has already put thoughts of it out of his 
mind. 

“It’s pretty good, it’s pretty quick,” he said. 
“As soon as you do it, you think ‘Oh, I might 
not be able to do that,’ and then the next min¬ 
ute you’re doing it, so it’s not too bad. 

“I think you just tick them little things off 
in your head and then, once you’ve done that, 
you know you can do it. 

“Being in training, you get your first tackle, 
you put your first tackle in, and afterwards 
you feel fine, then it just becomes normal 
then, and that’s the best thing really” 


Rodriguez added: “The early months are 
pretty tough, because you’ve got to be a little 
bit cautious. 

“Your knee’s obviously stiff from the sur¬ 
gery, but towards the end you’re building 
muscle, you’ve got to put the hours in the 
gym to protect your knee and I wanted to 
come back stronger, faster, so for me that was 
where I got my buzz from, going into the gym 
and working hard, because I wasn’t playing. 

“There’s a lot of hours in there, and it will 
still happen now. I’ll still need to keep main¬ 


taining it, so hopefully that will keep me in 
good stead.” 

Rodriguez was applauded onto the training 
pitch by his teammates when he made his 
return, admitting it was a touching moment. 

“That was really nice, a really nice touch,” 
he said. 

“It meant a lot to me, for the lads to be 
happy for me to come back, and they’ve been 
there throughout the rehab, so it were nice to 
go back to training and for them to welcome 
me.” 


DON’T MISS MONDAY’S DAILY ECHO FOR THE DEST CITY v SAINTS COVERAGE 
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Paine: Why I chose Wanyama for award 



Terry Paine and Victor Wanyama. 


TERRY Paine picked Victor 
Wanyama as winner of the Presi¬ 
dent’s Choice prize at the Saints’ 
player awards because of how the 
midfielder has grown in stature. 

Honorary club president Paine, 
who has flown over from his 
home in South Africa for the final 
week of the season, was again on 
hand at St Mary’s for this year’s 
glitzy celebration night. 

He opted for Kenya internation¬ 
al Wanyama as his player of the 
season, recognising the 23-year- 
old for what has been an impres¬ 
sive individual season. 

“I like to take the season over¬ 
all,” said Paine. “It really was a 
difficult choice, because there 
was so many candidates. 

“I look for a little bit of charac¬ 


ter, as well as performances, and 
I just felt from last season to this 
that he had grown in stature and 
shown a lot more responsibility 
“He understood I think a lot 
more what the team required 
from him and I think he stamped 
his own identity.” 

Wanyama was clearly quite 
moved to pick up the award. 

“It means a lot,” he said. “This 
season everyone has been fantas¬ 
tic and I’m really surprised that 
I’m here and getting this award, 
and to get it from Terry as well. 
I’m a big fan of his work. 

“It’s really great for me, because 
it’s difficult coming from Kenya 
into a great league, a good team 
like Southampton who are just 
fantastic. 


“It’s the best team I could ever 
wish for and I’m really delighted 
to be here.” 

Paine was at St Mary’s for last 
weekend’s 6-1 win over Aston Vil¬ 
la, in the final home match of the 
campaign, and he will be at the 
Etihad Stadium for tomorrow’s 
season finale. 

“It was a great week,” he said. 
“I always appreciate it when I get 
a call from Ralph [Krueger, the 
chairman] saying they’d like me 
to come over. 

“The Aston Villa game was the 
icing on the cake really. 

“Nice to be here for a little bit 
of history that was made, with 
[Sadio] Mane’s hat-trick. Two 
minutes and 56 seconds - that’s 
remarkable.” 


KOEMAN: EUROPE IS 
LIKE WINNING A TITLE 



RONALD Koeman believes 
Saints reaching Europe will 
be the equivalent of Chel¬ 
sea winning the Premier 
League title. 

Koeman’s side visit Manches¬ 
ter City tomorrow, for their final 
match of the season, hoping to nail 
down a spot in the Europa League. 

They may have already done 
enough, as their current position 
of seventh would be good enough 
for a place in the third qualifying 
round if Arsenal beat Aston Villa 
in next Saturday’s FA Cup final. 

However, a win against City could 
send Saints as high as fifth, with 
Tottenham and Liverpool - the two 
sides immediately above them - 
facing tough away games, against 
Everton and Stoke respectively 

If Saints do reach the Europa 
League, Koeman insists it will be a 
huge achievement. 

“In our opinion, if we reach 
European football it’s I think the 
same that Chelsea win the title,” 
said the Saints manager. 

“It’s a great achievement, it’s a 
big achievement for the club. With 
all the changes what happened in 
the summer, really to fight til the 
last game to reach European foot¬ 
ball is amazing.” 

Fifth would guarantee Saints a 
spot in the Europa group stages. 

Sixth would do the same if Ar¬ 
senal win the cup, while it would 
earn them a place in the third 
qualifying round if Villa were vic¬ 
torious at Wembley Seventh leaves 
things more on a knife-edge. 

“We play to win Sunday and if we 
finished at seventh, okay, we have 
to wait one week more to know 
if we play the last qualification 
round for Europa League or not,” 
said Koeman. 

“If not, okay, still a little disap¬ 
pointed, of course, because the 
whole season we’re close to that 
achievement, but that’s football. 


That’s the best, to go straight to the 
group stage, of course.” 

Fifth would represent a stunning 
achievement, with Koeman under¬ 
lining just how hard it would be for 
a club like Saints to go any higher. 

“It’s very difficult, very difficult,” 
he said. “Normally big teams, they 
have maybe a bad month, but a bad 


season it’s difficult, because it’s too 
much quality of the players in the 
squads from them. But it’s grow¬ 
ing, growing and reaching objec¬ 
tives and reaching European foot¬ 
ball and that means more interest 
to players, to bring players in, and 
little by little, because it can’t go 
like that. It’s always step by step.” 


But Koeman is always optimistic. 

He said: “I mentioned that to the 
press before, that I think too much 
teams in the Premier League they 
are too much focused on not rel¬ 
egation. They play for not losing 
the game, and we play to win the 
game, and I think that’s a different 
mentality.” 


Europe would 
be a big step 
for Saints... 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT... 

“I just think it’s been a great 
season for Southampton and all 
Southampton supporters.” 

Paine admits, though, that a 
high bar has now been set. 

He said: “That expectancy has 
been raised and it looked as if, 
at one stage, could we make the 
top four? 

“I thought that was a little bit 
unrealistic, but, nevertheless, it 
was still there. 

“I suppose for the new season, 

I think the expectancy will 
continue.” 

Paine warns that there has to 
be a limit to the expectancy, but 
he does not think it is impossible 
for them to improve again next 
season. 

“I really think that they could 
kick on, I really do,” he said. 

“If we could keep the same 
squad intact as we have - and, 
obviously, everybody has to 
tinker a little bit with the squad, 
but it wouldn’t need a lot. 



SAINTS PRESIDENT TERRY PAINE 


“The goalkeeper is obviously 
one they’ve got to get sorted out, 
but apart from that you wouldn’t 
think that we’re far away. 

“Just looking at what we’ve got 
now and the age group, you’ve 
got to be thinking they will get 
better.” 

Paine also believes Saints are 
in great hands with Koeman as 
manager. 

“Tactically, he looks very 
astute, which really helps,” he 
said. 

“I think we’ve got a manager 
now who is absolutely clued in. 

“I’m impressed in the 
marketplace, fitting players he’s 
brought in into the way that he 
wants to play and the system 
he wants to play -1 think the 
puzzle’s all come together very, 
very nicely. 

“Obviously, his experiences in 
Europe will be an advantage for 
us if we get into Europe as well. 

“He’ll be more attuned to 
what’s required there. 

“At the end of the day, it’s 
progress to be in Europe.” 


CANT GET TO THE ETIHAD? FOLLOW OUR BLOG ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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New minister 
makes plea on 
smaller clubs 

New sports minister Tracey 
Crouch says the Premier League 
should give more of its riches 
to grassroots football - and says 
there are a “variety of levers” to 
encourage the top flight to do so. 

Crouch said that funding was a 
“massive issue” for small clubs 
in her first interview since being 
appointed in the post-election 
reshuffle. 

She flagged up the Premier 
League’s domestic television rights 
deal announced in February - 
mistakenly referring to the figure 
as £6billion instead of £5.1billion 
- and claimed that of the £1 billion 
the league has promised will be 
invested outside of the top flight, 
only a third of that will go to the 
real grassroots. 

Asked if the Premier League 
should give more to the grassroots, 
Crouch said: “I do. 

“We need to be aware that the 
Premier League is one of the 
richest leagues in the world and a 
lot of grassroots clubs - and I have 
been a member of one for the last 


Tracey Crouch 

eight years - struggle for a whole 
variety of reasons. Funding is a 
massive issue particularly around 
the infrastructure that supports 
the clubs. 

“The Premier League has 
recently just got £6billion worth 
of TV rights. That’s just the UK 
rights, it doesn’t include foreign 
countries buying the rights yet. 

“They have said they’ll put 
£lbillion into grassroots which 
sounds fantastic but I guess only 
a third of that will filter down 
to what you and I would call 
grassroots and I don’t think that’s 
enough. We can certainly persuade 
them to put more money into the 
grassroots and encourage them do 
to so.” 

The Premier League has declined 
to respond to her comments. 

Crouch has been a strong critic 
of Qatar hosting the 2022 World 
Cup and as recently as November 
Crouch called for the staging of 
the finals to be reconsidered by 
FIFA due to corruption claims, 
terrorism- funding links and the 
heat. 


Southgate unable to explain Luke absence 

Not Shaw why he 
isn’t in the squad 


England Under-21 manager Gareth 
Southgate omitted Luke Shaw from 
his squad - but was then left in the 
bizarre situation of not being able 
to explain why. 

Despite Manchester United boss Louis van 
Gaal’s reservations, it was widely expected 
that the former Saints starlet would go to 
the European Under-21 Championship next 
month. 

But the 19-year-old’s name was not among 
a 27-strong party announced by Southgate 
at a press conference at St George’s Park on 
Wednesday. 

Shaw missed Manchester United’s draw 
against Arsenal last Sunday because of fears 
he was concussed by James McArthur’s fly¬ 
ing arm in the previous weekend’s game at 
Crystal Palace. 

He has only appeared in 17 of United’s 37 
PremierLeague games following his £27m 
move from St Mary’s following last summer’s 
World Cup in Brazil. 

Southgate stated that Shaw “medically was 
not fit” to play in the tournament and there¬ 
fore join his former Saints colleagues James 
Ward-Prowse and Matt Targett in Southgate’s 
provisional squad. 

When pressed on the matter during a brief¬ 
ing with the written press later, Southgate 
would not elaborate on the extent of the in¬ 
jury. 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 

The 44-year-old revealed certain Barclays 
Premier League clubs had objected to fitness 
or injury issues being released into the pub¬ 
lic domain. 

“I cannot answer that,” Southgate said 
when asked why Shaw was not included. 

“We had a couple of young players with in¬ 
juries in the last camp and we started to go 
into detail of (their injuries) and clubs aren’t 
very keen on that. 

“Medically we don’t own the players. They 
could go into fixtures the following week and 
someone could target that. 

“We live in a world now with security of 
information... medical negligence... that is 
the world we live in. We have to be mindful 
that the data on things like that are owned by 
clubs or the individual player. I know histori¬ 
cally we have always said ‘he has a groin, he 
has a hamstring, he has a ...’. Maybe (those 
days are over).” 

It is the Football Association’s policy that 
the exact detail of a player’s injury should 
not be detailed if it is sustained while on in¬ 
ternational duty 

But England manager Roy Hodgson rou¬ 
tinely divulges such information and some 
clubs are happy to do so too. 

Shaw has had hamstring, ankle and groin 
trouble during his first year at United, which 
prompted Van Gaal to make his objections at 
a press conference last Friday 

The United boss said: ‘’He needs that rest. 


Ex-Saints starlet Luke Shaw. 


He crossed his limits.” 

Southgate denied Van Gaal’s words had in¬ 
fluenced his call on Shaw and insisted that he 
had decided to leave him out a couple of days 
earlier. 

The former England defender stressed that 
United had not demanded that Shaw should 
be pulled out of the tournament, which runs 
from June 17-30. 

“Luke hasn’t been told to withdraw from 
the squad,” Southgate said. 

“What Van Gaal said hasn’t inflamed the 


situation from our point of view. 

“I have dealt with Luke the whole season 
and I know the player and the medical team 
are in constant contact.” 

Tottenham expressed reservations over 
Harry Kane’s involvement as he has played 
58 times this year. 

Southgate rejected accusations of double¬ 
standards. 

“No, Harry’s fit - Harry’s not injured,” he 
said when asked what the difference was be¬ 
tween Shaw and Kane. 




All the key Manchester City v Saints action and reaction in Monday’s Daily Echo 
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Bruce bullish on Great Escape chance 



Hull City manager Steve Bruce 


HULL boss Steve Bruce insists his 
side have every chance of pulling 
off one of the most unlikely of 
Barclays Premier League surviv¬ 
al missions against Manchester 
United at the KC Stadium. 

The Tigers go into the game 
knowing only a win will give 
them any chance of retaining 
their top-flight status - while a 
win for Newcastle over West Ham 
at St James’ Park would seal their 
fate irrespective of their own per¬ 
formance. 

Neither Bruce’s own manage¬ 
rial record against the club he 
graced with such aplomb - 21 
winless encounters and counting 
- not the fact Hammers boss Sam 
Allardyce gave his players extra 
time off this week appear to work 


in his side’s favour. 

But Bruce is convinced recent 
performances in defeats to Tot¬ 
tenham and Arsenal, plus a 
healthy record against most of 
the top sides this season, could 
see them stay up in style. 

He said: “It’s going to go down 
to the wire like I always said 
it would but we have still got a 
chance and we’ve got to believe 
we’ve got that chance. 

“First we’ve got to beat Man¬ 
chester United, which is never 
easy, but there have been some 
strange results recently so let’s 
hope we can get a result and a fa¬ 
vour elsewhere. 

“What Sam does with his team 
is his business but knowing Sam 
the way I do he will want to win 


the game just like every week - 
the honesty and integrity of this 
league is there for anyone to see.” 

Bruce is likely to stick with 
Nikica Jelavic in his starting 
line-up after the Croatian striker 
showed few ill effects following 
his recent return from extensive 
knee surgery 

And he knows the importance 
of getting off to a good start 
against Louis Van Gaal’s men 
and piling the pressure on his 
boyhood heroes to get a result at 
St James’s Park. 

“They (Newcastle) have still got 
a huge advantage because the 
onus is on us to win the game,” 
added Bruce. “But if we can get 
in front then the pressure blows 
back to the north-east.” 


SAINTS’ FINE SEASON 
BUSTS PAST RECORDS 



WHATEVER happens at 
Manchester City on Sun¬ 
day, it’s been a remarkable 
record breaking season for 
Saints. 

These are just a few of the rea¬ 
sons why: 

Most points: Saints have already 
collected 60 points - beating their 
previous record of 56 set last sea¬ 
son. 

Prior to 2013/14, Saints’ best Pre¬ 
mier League points haul was the 54 
Alan Ball’s side collected in 1994/95 
(in 42 games). 

Best goal difference: Remarkably, 
last season Saints recorded their 
first ever PL campaign with a posi¬ 
tive goal difference - plus eight. 

Last weekend’s 6-1 hammering of 
Aston Villa improved Saints’ cur¬ 
rent goal difference to an impres¬ 
sive plus 23. 

Only the top four clubs have a bet¬ 
ter goal difference. 

This season’s goal difference is 
Saints’ best in the top flight since 
they recorded a plus 28 figure in 
finishing runners-up in 1983/84. 

Most home wins: The thrashing 
of Villa was Saints’ 11th PL suc¬ 
cess at St Mary’s this term - equal¬ 
ling the record set in 2000/01. 

The last time Saints won more 
than 11 times at home in the top 
flight was when they finished fifth 
in 1984/85. 

Then they won 13, but played 21 
home games at The Dell rather 
than the 19 this term. 

Most away wins: Ronald Koe- 
man’s men are aiming for their 
eighth away league win of the sea¬ 
son. 

Never before have the club won 
that many away matches in the top 
flight. 

Last season’s seven established a 
new Premier League record, equal¬ 
ling the old First Division best 
established in both 1983/84 and 
1991/92. 


Most goals: Saints need an un¬ 
likely seven goals to take their 
season league tally to 61 - equal¬ 
ling the current PL record set in 
1994/95 (in 42 games). They have 
currently equalled last season’s 
54-goal total, which was also the 
number they scored in the first PL 
season of 1992/93. 


Most home goals scored: The 
drubbing handed out to Aston Villa 
took Saints’ St Mary’s goals tally to 
37 in 19 games. That is another club 
Premier League record, and the 
best in the top flight since Chris 
Nicholl’s side struck 40 times in 19 
games in 1989/90. 

Fewest goals conceded: Saints 


have shattered their previous PL 
record for the fewest goals conced¬ 
ed in a season. 

They travel to The Etihad having 
only shipped 31 goals in 37 games. 
The club’s previous best defensive 
record came in 2003/04, when Antti 
Niemi and Paul Jones let in 45 
goals between them. 


Cherries up 
season-ticket 
prices 15% 


CHERRIES have announced a 
15 per cent increase for adult 
and junior season tickets and 
a 19 per cent increase for 
concessions ahead of next 
season’s Premier League bow. 

Standard prices range from 
£550 to £760 for adults, with 
concessions set to pay between 
£340 and £590 for their seats. 
Juniors range from £115 to £200, 
while tickets for children under 
the age of eight remain free. 

Non-executive adult season 
tickets work out at between 
£28.95 and £40 per game across 
19 top-flight fixtures, compared 
with averages between £20.86 
and £28.69 in the Championship. 
Family tickets have also gone up 
15 per cent. 

Cherries chairman Jeff Mostyn 
said: “I sincerely hope the vast 
majority of our supporters will 
understand this increase given 
our new Premier League status. 

“Next season, so many of the 
world’s elite teams and players 
will be displaying an array 



Jeff Mostyn 


of skills. They will, in every 
respect, be box office attractions. 

“As a business, it is essential 
that we provide value for money 
and in this respect there can 
be no question that our ticket 
pricing remains more than 
competitive in comparison with 
other Premier League clubs. 

“When you also consider that 
our capacity is under 12,000, we 
believe we have been respectful 
in our pricing structure.” 

There is a 35 per cent increase 
for disabled supporters 
which takes into account 
recommendations from Level 
Playing Field, a campaigning 
and advisory group advocating 
equal rights for disabled fans 
across all sports. 

Standard disabled adult season 
tickets are set to range from 
£325 to £445, with wheelchair 
users paying £70. 

Cherries’ supporter liaison 
officer Liz Finney said: “We took 
into account our commitment 
to meet disabled ticketing 
guidelines.” 


Full coverage of Manchester City v Saints in Monday’s Southern Daily Echo 
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SAINTS SPOTLIGHT 

'Words of wisdom’ 
will haunt Rogers 


Sterling transfer 
request is ‘just 
the way it works’ 

BEAUTIFUL SOUTH 

A sure-fire candidate for non 
manager of the year remains 
Brendan Rogers whose season 
took another turn for the 
disastrous as Raheem Sterling 
refused a new contract. 

You’ll forgive me if I bring up 
Brendan’s words of wisdom from 
last summer one more time... 

“They have a choice as a club,” 
Rodgers said. 

“They don’t have to sell. You have a 
choice. Maybe Southampton’s objec¬ 
tives have changed. 

“They were looking to be a Cham¬ 
pions League club, I believe. They 
obviously wanted to change. 

“I suppose Liverpool have taken 
three players but Arsenal have tak¬ 
en a player [defender Calum Cham¬ 
bers for £16m], Manchester United 
have taken a player [England inter¬ 
national Luke Shaw for £27m]. 

“There might be one or two others 
who leave. 

“It’s just the way it works.” 

Raheem Sterling wanting a change 
is just “The way it works”, Brendan. 

The absolute beauty of his request 
is that it rams home Liverpool real 
status in the world of football far 
more than I could ever do. 

Nothing illustrates more that your 
club isn’t a “big club” anymore than 
Raheem Sterling forcing a move be¬ 
cause he wants to play at a higher 
level... in England. 

More precious than watching 
Brendan Rogers squirm is watching 
former Liverpool players bemoan 
Sterling’s ambitions and that no 
player is bigger than the club and 
how shocking Sterling’s behaviour 
is. 

These are the same ex players who, 
apart from earning a living blow¬ 
ing smoke up Liverpool FC’s collec¬ 
tive backside, justified Adam Lal- 
lana’s, Rickie Lambert’s and Dejan 
Lovren’s departures from Saints as 
they were simply progressing their 
careers... 

So is Sterling... 

It’s ironic that with Bob Dylan 
coming to Southampton that the 
fans of Liverpool and Tottenham 
seem to forget is “that times they are 
a changing.” 

They’re not big clubs any more, 
bigger than Saints yes, but big clubs? 

No, not anymore and the back¬ 
lash aimed at Sterling has provided 


Raheem Sterling. 

Saints fans with more Schaden¬ 
freude than any of us thought we 
could handle. 

Let’s be honest here, if we finish 
fifth or seventh, this season has 
been nothing less than an absolute 


triumph. 

Saints’ complete and utter demo¬ 
lition of Aston Villa last weekend 
showed just how far we’ve come 
under Ronald Koeman and just how 
good we can be. 


If we can add a little bit more in 
terms of goalkeeper coverage, an¬ 
other defender and a striker then 
we can genuinely mount a threat to 
the top five clubs. 


Sign off in 
fine style 


The emphatic win against 
Aston Villa brought the 
curtain down at St Mary’s 
in style, writes DAREN 
WHEELER. 

In what has been a 
remarkable season, Saints 
simply took an in-form Villa 
side apart and signed off in 
style. 

They were, at times, simply 
unplayable and the win could 
have been even more 
empathic had the linesman 
not got Pelle’s first goal ruled 
out incorrectly. 

The win gives Saints a 
chance to finish fifth, though 
it’s unlikely. 

Of the three teams 
competing, Saints have the 
most difficult game. Spurs 
face a winnable game at 
Everton and Liverpool face a 
winnable game at Stoke. 

All the odds are stacked 
against us getting that fifth 
place. Yet the fact that we’re 
even in with a shout should 
mean that Ronald Koeman 
should have been a shoo-in 
for manager of the season. 

Only Chelsea have a 
defence on our level, and 
only the top four clubs have a 
better goal difference than 
us. On every level 
Southampton FC haven’t just 
exceeded expectations, 
they’ve shattered them. 


Ronald Koeman 


Koeman 
is ignored 


CHELSEA’S Jose Mourhino 
being named manager of the 
year shows you how shallow 
and empty the Premier 
League can be at times. 

A millionaire manager of a 
billion pound club steered his 
billion pound team to one of 
the most boring titles in 
recent memory, writes Daren 
Wheeler. 

Ronald Koeman took over a 
club that had been forced to 
sell a staggering five first 
team players - Rickie 
Lambert, Adam Lallana, Luke 
Shaw, Dejan Lovren and 
Calum Chambers - and STILL 
managed to finish higher than 
the year before. 

I’ll leave you to figure out 
which is the greater 
achievement. 
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Paine’s World 


The Saints legend's 


column on all things football 


ultimate trendsetter 


WHEN Jose Mourinho first arrived in the 
Premier League in 2004, he caused a seis¬ 
mic shift in philosophy that would dictate 
the nature of English football for the best 
part of the next decade. 

The season before, Arsenal’s Invincibles 
had claimed the English title undefeated, 
playing arguably the best attacking football 
the Premier League has ever witnessed. 

But ‘The Special One’ soon put a stop to 
their reign. In fact, the brand of football 
Chelsea adopted under Mourinho actively 
defied everything the Invincibles stood for. 

The notion of that Blues side being nega¬ 
tive, anti-footballers is a complete fallacy; 
they claimed more wins and more points 
than the Invincibles during Mourinho’s first 
season, scoring only one less goal. 

Yet Mourinho and Arsene Wenger’s fun¬ 
damental beliefs were completely polarised; 
the latter, an eternal beacon of free-flowing, 
progressive play, the former a symbol of 
functional, balanced and physical football. 
It’s a difference perhaps epitomised by Chel¬ 
sea’s utilisation of the 4-3-3 formation - and 
the resulting invention of the ‘Makelele 
role’ at the base of midfield. 

As the rest of the Premier League, includ¬ 
ing Arsenal, saw their 4-4-2 sides abruptly 
demolished, Mourinho’s methods were 
adopted by the rest of the division. Sturdy, 
disciplined and direct football with an extra 
man in midfield. 

Suddenly, everybody had a poor imitation 
of Didier Drogba and Claude Makelele in 
their 4-3-3 starting XIs. Defensive solidity, 
before anything else, was the vogue priority. 

Fast forward to the present day and one 
feels obliged to ponder what effect Chelsea’s 
latest crowning might have on the rest of 
the Premier League. 

Just as Mourinho’s first revolution fol¬ 
lowed the attack-minded Invincibles, Chel¬ 
sea’s title follows a 2013/14 campaign in 
which two sides, Manchester City and Liv¬ 
erpool, scored over 100 goals for the first 
time in Premier League history In contrast, 
the Blues netted just 70 goals en route to this 
term’s title, while conceding under one per 
match. 

As a result, rather than unleashing a 
string of superlatives to describe City, Liv¬ 
erpool or Arsenal’s emphatic attacking play, 
we’re now questioning their capacities at 
the other end of the pitch. 

But there are some important differences 
this time round. 

Rather than setting his own trend, Mour¬ 
inho has adopted the 4-2-3-1 system used 
fairly unanimously throughout the Premier 
League. 

In fact, one could argue he’s now lending 
from the rest of the division, allowing his 
side to play more expansively with overlap¬ 
ping full-backs, and a diminutive playmaker 
in Cesc Fabregas who would’ve probably 


Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho is showing others the way once again in the Premier League. 


been deemed too lightweight to make Chel¬ 
sea’s engine room during the Portuguese’s 
first spell at Stamford Bridge. 

Over the next few years, however, I do be¬ 
lieve Chelsea will be the team to emulate 
once again. Manchester City, for example, 
are almost certain to trade in Manuel Pel¬ 
legrini for a manager who isn’t hell-bent 
on playing 4-4-2 before next season, Arsenal 
are widely expected to finally sign a phys¬ 
ically-imposing midfielder this summer 


and Southampton are emerging as one of 
the most formidable forces in the Premier 
League through their imperious back six, 
who boast a goals conceded record on par 
with Chelsea’s. 

Likewise, Sam Allardyce and Tony Pulis, 
two attritional enthusiasts firmly belong¬ 
ing to the Mourinho school of thought, have 
proved their effectiveness in the top flight 
yet again this year, whilst Everton and Liv¬ 
erpool - two of the Premier League’s most 


progressive and eye-catching outfits last 
term - have faltered. 

Reigning champions are often the agenda- 
setters, purely due to the fact the rest of 
the division has to find a way of beating 
them.So, although the shift might not be 
as drastic this time around in comparison 
to 2004,1 believe we will see a return to the 
mantra of solid defence over free-flowing 
attack throughout the next few years. 
Mourinho’s revolution mark II is firmly 


Mourinho remains the 
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AUGUST 

Sat 17 Liverpool. 

.A 

L 1-2 

Forster 


Clyne 1 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic* 

S Davis' 


W-Prowse 

Pelle 

Long* 

Isgrove** 



Sat 23 West Brom . 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 

Wanyama 

Tadic 

S Davis' 


W-Prowse** 

Pelle 

Long* 

Cork** 



Tues 26 Millwall (LC 2). 

.A 

W 2-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Targett 

S Davis 

Wanyama** 

Isgrove* 

Long*** 


W-Prowse 

Pelle 1 

Tadic* 

Cork 1** 

Ramirez*** 


Sat 30 West Ham. 

.A 

W 3-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Schneiderlin 2 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse** 

Long* 

Pelle 1 

Ramirez* 

Cork** 



SEPTEMBER 

Sat 13 Newcastle. 

.H 

W 4-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1*** 

Schneiderlin 1 

S Davis 

Tadic** 


Long* 

Pelle 2 

Wanyama* 

W-Prowse** 

Gardos*** 


Sat 20 Swansea. 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse*** 

Tadic 


Long 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

S Davis** 

Wanyama 1*** 


Tues 23 Arsenal (LC3) . 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 


Clyne 1 

Fonte 


Gardos 

Targett** 

Wanyama 

Schneiderin 

S Davis 

Tadic 1 


Mane* 

Pelle 

Long* 

Bertrand** 



Sat 27 QPR. 

.H 

W 2-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 1 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic*** 


Mane* 

Pelle 1 

Long* 

Cork** 

Targett*** 


OCTOBER 

Sun 5 Tottenham. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic 


Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 




Sat 18 Sunderland . 

.H 

W 8-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 1 


Long** 

Pelle 2** 

Wanyama 1* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 


Sat 25 Stoke . 

.H 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Cork* 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis** 

Tadic 


Mane 1 

Pelle 

Wanyama* 

Gardos** 



Weds 29 Stoke (LC4). 

.A 

W 3-2 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Gardos** 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis* 

Tadic 


Long 1 

Pelle 2 

Cork* 

Alderweireld** 



NOVEMBER 

Sat 1 Hull. 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 1 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis 

Tadic** 


Long* 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Cork** 



Sat 8 Leicester.. 

.H 

W 2-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin*** 

S Davis* 

Tadic 


Mane** 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 2 

Reed*** 


Mon 24 Aston Villa. 

.A 

D 1-1 

Forster 


Clyne 1 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long** 

Tadic 


Mane* 

Pelle 

Mayuka* 

Cork** 



Sun 30 Man City. 

H 

L 0-3 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin* 

S Davis*** 

Tadic 


Mane** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Long** 

Mayuka*** 


DECEMBER 

Weds 3 Arsenal . 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Cork* 

S Davis 

Tadic** 


Long*** 

Pelle 

Yoshida* 

Mane** 

Mayuka*** 


Mon 8 Man United. 

.H 

L 1-2 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Long** 

Tadic* 


Mane 

Pelle 1 

Hesketh* 

Mayuka** 



Sat 13 Burnley. 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

Hesketh* 

Tadic 


Mane** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 



Tues 16 Sheff Utd (LC5) .... 

.A 

L 0-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Gardos 

Targett* 

Wanyama*** 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

Bertrand 

Mane** 

Long 

Isgrove* 

Mayuka** 

Alderweireld*** 


Sat 20 Everton. 

.H 

W 3-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Yoshida 1 

Bertrand 

Reed 

W-Prowse* 

S Davis 


Long** 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Gape** 



Fri 26 Crystal Palace . 

.A 

W 3-1 

Forster 


Clyne*** 

Gardos 


Alderweireld 1 

Yoshida 

Bertrand 1 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 


Mane 1 

Pelle** 

Wanyama* 

Long** 

McCarthy*** 


Sat 28 Chelsea. 

.H 

D 1-1 

Forster 


Yoshida 

** Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Targett 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

S Davis*** 

Tadic* 


Mane 1 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Gardos** 

Long*** 


JANUARY 





















Thurs 1 Arsenal. 

.H 

W 2-0 

Forster 


Alderweireld Fonte 


Gardos** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

S Davis 

W-Prowse 

Tadic*** 


Mane* 1 

Pelle 

Reed* 

Yoshida** 

Long*** 


Sun 4 Ipswich (FAC 3). 

.H 

D 1-1 

Forster 


W-Prowse Fonte 


Gardos 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 1 

Long 

S Davis 


Tadic* 

Pelle 

Isgrove* 




Sun 11 Man United . 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse 

S Davis* 

** 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Tadic** 1 

Reed*** 


Weds 14 Ipswich (FAC 3).... 

.A 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Garods 

Bertrand 

Targett 

Wanyama* 

Reed 

W-Prowse 

Tadic** 

Long 1 

S Davis* 

Pelle** 



Sat 17 Newcastle. 

.A 

W 2-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Gardos 

Bertrand 

Reed 

S Davis 

Tadic** 

W-Prowse* 

Elia*** 2 

Pelle 

Cork* 

Long** 

Targett*** 


Sat 24 Crystal Palace (FAC 4) 

.H 

L 2-3 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Cork** 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia 

Pelle 1 

Targett* 

Long** *** 

Seager*** 


FEBRUARY 





















Sun 1 Swansea. 

.H 

L 0-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Reed* 

S Davis 

Tadic 

W-Prowse 

Elia** 

Pelle 

Mane* 

Seager** 



Sat 7 QPR . 

. .A 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida* 

Targett 

Wanyama** 

S Davis 

Mane 1 

W-Prowse 

Elia*** 

Pelle 

Gardos* 

Schneiderlin** 

Tadic*** 


Weds 11 West Ham. 

.H 

D 0-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Gardos 

Yoshida 

Wanyama 

Reed** 

Mane*** 

S Davis 


Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic*** 


Sun 22 Liverpool . 

.H 

L 0-2 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Targett 

Wanyama 

S Davis* 

W-Prowse** 

Djuricic* 

** 

Elia 

Pelle 

Schneiderlin* 

Mane** 

Tadic*** 


Sat 28 West Brom. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Gardos* 

Bertrand 

Wanyama** 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic*** 


Mane 

Pelle 

Elia* 

S Davis** 

Long*** 


MARCH 

Tue 3 Crystal Palace . 

,.H 

W1-0 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Mane 1 

Djuricic* 

** 

Elia* 

Pelle** 

Tadic* 

Long** 

W-Prowse*** 


Sun 15 Chelsea. 

. .A 

D 1-1 

Forster 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 1 

Mane 


S Davis* 

Long*** 

W-Prowse* 

Djuricic** 

Pelle*** 


Sat 21 Burnley. 

. .H 

W 2-0 

Forster* 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

S Davis 

Schneiderlin 

Tadic** 

Mane 


Long 1 

Pelle 

K Davis* 

Wanyama** 



APRIL 





















Sat 4 Everton. 

. .A 

L 0-1 

K Davis 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld*** 

Bertrand 

Wanyama 

Schneiderlin 

Long 

W-Prowse** 

Elia* 

Pelle 

Tadic* 

Mane** 

Djuricic*** 


Sat 11 Hull . 

.H 

W1-0 

K Davis 


Alderweireld Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Wanyama* 

Schneiderlin 

Long*** 

S Davis 


Mane** 

Pelle 1 

W-Prowse* 1 

Tadic** 

Elia*** 


Sat 18 Stoke . 

. .A 

LI-2 

K Davis 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand** 

Alderweireld 

Schneiderlin 1 

Tadic* 

Mane 


S Davis*** 

Pelle 

W-Prowse* 

Long** 

Elia*** 


Sat 25 Tottenham . 

. .H 

D 2-2 

K Davis 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Schneiderlin 

W-Prowse* 

Mane 


S Davis** 

Pelle 2 

Long* 

Elia** 



MAY 

Sat 2 Sunderland. 

. .A 

L 1-2 

K Davis 


Clyne 

Fonte 


Yoshida 

Bertrand 

Alderweireld 

Wanyama** 

Long* 

W-Prowse 

Mane*** 1 

Pelle 

Djuricic* 

S Davis** 

Elia*** 


Sat 9 Leicester. 

. .A 

L 0-2 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

Reed 

Wanyama 

Elia* 

S Davis* 


Mane 

Pelle 

Long* 

Djuricic** 



Sat 16 Aston Villa. 

.H 

W 6-1 

Gazzaniga 

Clyne 

Fonte 


Alderweireld 

Bertrand 

W-Prowse** 

Wanyama 

Long 2 

S Davis* 


Mane 3 

Pelle*** 1 

Yoshida* 

Djuricic** 

E|ia*** 


Sun 24 Man City . 

. .A 











































LA 

LG 

CA 

CG 

CSA CSG 1 

1 


LA LG CA CG CSA 

CSG 

\ 



LA LG 

CA CG 

CSA CSG 

ARTUR BORUC 


0 

0 

0 

0 

50 

o 

NATHANIEL CLYNE 

34 

2 6 

1 98(5) 

5- 

ISAM GALLAGHER 

0 0 

0 0 

3(17) 

2 

CODY CROPPER 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

JACK CORK 


5(7) 

2 1(3) 

1128(25) 

3 

SHANE LONG 


15(16) 5 

5(2) 1 

20(18) 

6 

KELVIN DAVIS 


5(1) 

0 

0 

0 

297(2) 

0 

HARRISON REED 

5(3) 

0 1 

0 7(10) 

o 

EMMANUEL MAYUKA 

0(5) 0 

0(1) o 

3(16) 

1 

FRASER FORSTER 


30 

0 

7 

0 

37 

0 

MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN 24(2) 

4 4 

1 228(33) 

15 

GRAZIANO PELLE 

36(1) 12 

5(1) 4 

41(2) 

16 

PAULO GAZZANIGA 


2 

0 

0 

0 

20(1) 

0 

VICTOR WANYAMA 

25(6) 

3 6 

0 51(10) 

3 

JAY RODRIGUEZ 

0 0 

0 0 

59(17) 

26 

RYAN BERTRAND 


33 

2 

4(1) 

0 

38(1) 

2 

STEVEN DAVIS 

32(3) 

0 5(1) 

0 94(21) 

6 

JAKE HESKETH 

KD o 

0 0 

KD 

0 

MATT TARGETT 


3(3) 

0 

5(1) 

0 

8(4) 

0 

LLOYD ISGROVE 

0(1) 

0 1(2) 

0 2(4) 

o 

DOMINIC GAPE 

0(1) o 

0 0 

0(1) 

0 

JOSE FONTE 


36 

0 

7 

0 

220(5) 

13 

SAM MCQUEEN 

0 

0 0 

0 0(1) 

0 

JASON MCCARTHY 

0(1) o 

0 0 

0(1) 

0 

FLORIN GARDOS 


5(6) 

0 

6 

0 

11(6) 

o 

GASTON RAMIREZ 

0(1) 

0 0(1) 

0 27(23) 

8 

ELJERO ELIA 


9(6) 2 

1 0 

10(6) 

2 

TOBY ALDERWEIRELD 


25 

1 

0(2) 

0 

25(2) 

1 

DUSAN TADIC 

24(7) 

4 5(1) 

1 29(8) 

5 

RYAN SEAGER 


0(1) o 

0(1) o 

0(2) 

0 

MAYA YOSHIDA 


18(4) 

1 

1 

0 

65(5) 

3 

SADIO MANE 

23(6) 

10 2 

0 25(6) 

10 

FILIP DJURICIC 

1(6) 0 

0 0 

1(6) 

0 

JACK STEPHENS 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0(1) 

0 

JAMES WARD-PROWSE 

17(8) 

1 5 

0 52(38) 

2 

1 


KEY: LA: league appearances. LG: league goals. CA: cup appearances. CG: cup goals. CSA: career Saints appearances. CSG: career Saints goals. 
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Season set for a 



Saints will want 
to avoid nervous 
Europe wait 

HEADING into the final game of a 
fantastic season there is still so 
much to play for. 

Saints may not entirely have their 
fate in their own hands, but they 
know to finish above seventh they 
must get at least a point at Man¬ 
chester City If they are to really 
complete the dream then a win is re¬ 
quired to give them a chance of fifth. 

Looking coolly at the fixtures this 
weekend, and with recent form in 
mind, it is hard to imagine both 
Liverpool and Tottenham winning 
given that they travel to Stoke and 
Everton respectively. 

That therefore opens the door for 
Saints. 

However, we must not underes¬ 
timate the size of the task facing 
them. 

Manchester City may not have an¬ 
ything to play but are still a formida¬ 
ble force, particularly when it comes 
to their attacking talent. 

And no club, with or without some¬ 
thing to play for, wants to bow out 
with a disappointing defeat in front 
of their own fans. 

For all of that, though, surely 
Saints will have the edge when it 
comes to motivation. They will be 
so hungry for victory, and come into 
the game with a real feeling of mo¬ 
mentum after the amazing 6-1 demo¬ 
lition of Aston Villa. 

Europa League qualification 
would be a huge achievement for 
this team and the club, and they will 
want to do everything they can to 
ensure they have guaranteed that 
come the final whistle on Sunday. 

If they finish seventh it’s a nerv¬ 
ous wait to see whether Arsenal win 
the FA Cup. 

On last week’s evidence you would 
expect them to beat Villa at a canter, 
but we all know football doesn’t al¬ 
ways work like that. 

If Saints could get fifth that would 
really be the ultimate. 

To finish above Liverpool and Tot¬ 
tenham after the players and the 
manager departed for those sup¬ 
posedly bigger and better clubs last 
summer would prove a point. 

It would also guarantee that Saints 
could avoid the dreaded Europa 
League play-offs. 

No team wants to start their season 
in July, and to have to get through 
two, two-legged matches to make the 
group stages is not ideal. 

If that’s how it has to be, either 
through finishing sixth and Villa 


winning the Cup or seventh and Ar¬ 
senal lifting the trophy, then so be it. 

But Saints will be very keen to 
avoid that tricky opening to the next 
campaign if they possibly can. 

It would certainly be much more 


enjoyable for Saints fans to be look¬ 
ing forward already to the group 
stages while Tottenham were travel¬ 
ling to goodness know where. 

It is fantastic that the excitement 
rolls right up until the last day 


And with memories of the sea¬ 
son they leapt up to eighth on the 
final day with that Michael Sven- 
sson goal at Maine Road in mind, 
perhaps they can sign off in style 
again. 


Kelvin has 
been tops 

WHAT a weekend this will be 
for Kelvin Davis. 

The Saints keeper is set to 
make his 300th appearance 
for the club at Manchester 
City. 

It is a remarkable milestone 
for any player, and Davis will 
join an elite band of Saints 
players in hitting that mark. 

Adam Rant well remembers 
the abuse he got back in 
2006 when defending Davis in 
the face of widespread 
criticism after a few blunders 
early in his Saints career. 

In the fickle world of 
football no doubt some of 
those will also be the first to 
stand and applaud him and 
hail his contribution to the 
club. 

It wasn’t an easy start to life 
at St Mary’s for Davis, still 
scarred by his experiences at 
Sunderland, but he overcame 
it. 

And credit to George Burley 
and Malcolm Webster for 
having the faith to sign him in 
the first place for a mere 
£2m. 

Kelvin has been a great 
signing for Saints, a true pro 
on the pitch and a positive 
influence on the club off it. 

He knows he won’t get 
many more chances to shine 
now, but well deserves this 
moment in the sun for all he 
has done for Saints. 



Saints keeper Kelvin Davis 


Transfers 
to drag on 

THIS is going to be a long 
summer. 

Not in terms of weeks 
between the seasons, as it 
must be pretty much a record 
low, especially when you 
consider the internationals 
go on until mid-June, but in 
terms of the tedium of the 
transfer window. 

All the Raheem Sterling talk 
is already wearing a bit thin. 

Indeed, like many people in 
the country no doubt Adam 
Rant has about had enough 
of that one already. 

You can be sure this is 
going to be a saga. 

The outcome, though, in the 
world of modern football is 
already decided. If somebody 
decides to pay out big bucks 
then he will move. Simple. 
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No animosity 
for old Spurs 
teammate 

CHERRIES star Adam Smith insists he will 
not look back in anger - despite seeing 
best friend Ryan Mason secure a second 
senior England call-up. 

The former-England under-21 full-back 
joined Tottenham at the tender age of 
seven and quickly forged a close bond 
with midfielder Mason as the duo 
progressed through the youth ranks at 
White Hart Lane. 

After a series of loan spells, Smith opted 
to join Cherries in a deal understood to be 
worth £250,000 during January 2014 
while Mason temporarily plied his trade 
with League One Swindon. 

But a successful pre-season under new 
Spurs boss Mauricio Pochettino saw 
Mason selected for the Three Lions just 
six months after his Premier League debut. 

Conversely, Smith struggled to displace 
key man Simon Francis at Cherries but 
played a more advanced role as the 
Championship drew to its dramatic climax. 

And having helped Eddie Howe’s men 
reach the top flight for the first time, the 
flexible defender still harbours 
international hopes - even if he accepts it 
could take time. 

Smith told the Daily Echo: “Ryan is my 
best mate and I played with him at Spurs 
since I was seven. We went through the 
whole academy process together and 
were usually among the better players in 
the youth teams. 

“I left before they had the change of 
manager. Since then, Pochettino has given 
a lot of youngsters their chance at 
Tottenham and Ryan proved he could 
handle it in the Premier League. 

“Had I been given that chance, I feel 
confident I would have taken it but it wasn’t 
to be. I’m a big believer that things happen 
for a reason and now I am in the Premier 
League with Bournemouth. 

“I have no regrets and don’t believe in 
thinking like that. You cannot control the 
past and I am just looking ahead now. I will 
be very excited to go back and, if selected, 
play at White Hart Lane next season. 

“It would be nice to go there and prove a 
point but that is one for the future, the key 
thing at the moment is resting well and 
preparing for the challenge ahead.” 

On Mason, who was yesterday named in 
England’s 24-man squad to face Republic 
of Ireland and Slovenia next month, Smith 
added: “I’m not surprised at how well he is 
doing. He is quite calm and mature for his 
age with a wise head on his shoulders. 

“He knows what he wants and I know 
how hard he has worked to achieve it. He 
deserves every bit of his success and is a 
great player. Ryan has played a season in 
the Premier League and has already made 
his England debut so it gives me hope.” 



Adam Smith. 


Saints could finish above Liverpool in table 

Fifth place dream 
for Koeman’s men 



Ronald Koeman 


WHAT glories potentially lie 
in front of Saints fans on 
the final day of the Premier 
League season this week¬ 
end. 

Though it would take three 
results to go their way, Ron¬ 
ald Koeman’s, left, history- 
chasers could finish the 
2014/15 season in fifth place, 
writes SIMON CARTER. 

Fifth place! 

This is the club that were 
tipped to struggle after los¬ 
ing almost half their regu¬ 
lar first team last summer 
following Mauricio Pochet¬ 
tino’s decampment to Tot¬ 
tenham. 

Three of the five players 
that left - Rickie Lambert, 
Adam Lallana and Dejan 
Lovren - jumped at the 
chance to join Liverpool. 

The Reds had just finished 
runners-up to Manchester 
City, so Anfield looked a 
great destination. 

Liverpool’s future again 
looked good. Better than 
Saints’ future, anyway. 

Fast forward to now and 
Saints can finish above Lam¬ 
bert, Lallana and Lovren if 
they win their final game 
this weekend and Liverpool 
fail to win at Stoke. 

What a truly phenomenal 
achievement that would be, 
especially as Saints have 
NEVER finished above the 
red half of Merseyside in 
their entire Football League 
career. 

Easier said than done, of 
course. Manchester City 
have won 75 of their last 
94 home Premier League 
games, a run stretching back 
to the start of their 2010/11 
season. They have drawn 12 
times and lost only seven. 

Two of those defeats were 
this season, to Stoke City in 
the autumn and to Arsenal 
back on January 18. 

Still, the fact Saints could 
finish above Brendan Rodg¬ 
ers’ expensively-assembled 
squad with only 90 minutes 
of the season remaining is 
something probably beyond 
the wildest hopes of Saints 
fans last August. 

Ditto Pochettino’s Totten¬ 
ham. 

The Argentine obviously 
saw the north London club 



Graziano Pelle 



Dusan Tadic 


as a far better step on his 
career ladder than a sec¬ 
ond full season in charge of 
Saints. 

But here we are, approach¬ 
ing the last game of 2015/15, 
and Koeman could yet finish 
above his predecessor’s club. 

How Saints fans would en¬ 
joy that one! 

Sometimes a dose of per¬ 
spective is needed, and that 
is certainly the case here. 

As I write, Saints are on the 
verge of doing something 
they have only ever managed 
twice in their history. 

That is finishing in the top 
five of the top flight. 


It’s been exactly 30 years 
since they last achieved it, 
when Lawrie McMenemy 
guided the club to fifth place. 

That was good enough to 
see Saints qualify for the fol¬ 
lowing season’s UEFA Cup, 
only for English clubs to 
banned from Europe a few 
weeks later after Liverpool 
fans rioted at Heysel result¬ 
ing in the deaths of almost 
40 Italian supporters. 

McMenemy had master¬ 
minded Saints’ best ever 
league season 12 months 
earlier, when they finished 
runners-up in 1983/84. 

Saints have only had one 
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Southampton’s Nathaniel Clyne 



Morgan Schneiderlin and Crystal Palace’s Yannick Bolasie battle for the ball during a Barclays Premier League match at St Mary’s, Southampton. 


other top six finish, in 
1980/81. 

Even if Saints finish the 
Manchester City game in the 
same position they started 
it, seventh, that too is a re¬ 
markable achievement for 
the club which should not be 
overlooked. 

The last time Saints fin¬ 
ished that high was a quar¬ 
ter of a century ago, in 
1989/90. 

They were also seventh in 
1981/82,1970/71 and 1968/69. 

So there you have it. Prior 
to this season, only seven 
times in history have South¬ 
ampton Football Club fin¬ 


ished in the top flight’s top 
seven. 

That is the scale of Koe- 
man’s achievement in his 
debut season in English foot¬ 
ball. 

The same situation, of 
course, applies to some of 
his signings. 

Graziano Pelle, Dusan 
Tadic, Sadio Mane and 
Eljero Elia had never previ¬ 
ously played in the Premier 
League. 

Some of those players 
Saints fans probably didn’t 
do too much about prior to 
them signing. 

Some of them, no doubt, 


Saints fans had never heard 
of. 

Well, they know about 
them now. 

Even if Koeman had not 
inherited a squad that had 
been ripped apart from some 
of the club’s crown jewels 
leaving, his achivemenet in 
leading Saints to a top seven 
finish would be little short 
of sensational. 

To do it with so many new 
signings makes the achieve¬ 
ment even more amazing. 
And it is amazing, don’t for¬ 
get that. 

Saints are on the verge of 
European football, for the 


first time since they quali¬ 
fied for the 2003/04 UEFA 
Cup as FA Cup runners-up. 

They are on the brink of 
their first Europa League 
campaign, yet must wait to 
see at what stage they enter. 

They could go straight into 
the group stages if they fin¬ 
ish fifth or sixth, but will 
have to qualify if they finish 
seventh. 

Of course, seventh might 
not be enough for the Europa 
League. Not if Aston Villa 
win the FA Cup final against 
Arsenal next weekend. 

If Tim Sherwood’s men do 
spring a shock at Wembley, 


it will cast a small shadow 
over Saints’ end of season 
celebrations. 

Having spent virtually the 
entire season challenging 
for a Champions League 
or Europa League place, 
to miss out in the way they 
could would obviously be 
heart-breaking. 

If that scenario does hap¬ 
pen, though, hopefully 
Saints fans shouldn’t spend 
their summer months in a 
depressed state of mind. 

I repeat what I said earlier, 
no-one at St Mary’s could 
realistically have thought 
2014/15 could turn out to be 
as memorable as it has been. 

Last weekend’s Sadio 
Mane-inspired thrashing of 
Villa was one of the major 
highlights of an incredible 
term. 

There was also the 8-0 hum¬ 
bling of Sunderland, and the 
incredible sight of Saints in 
the top four. 

And it wasn’t just for a few 
weeks either. 

Koeman and co were em¬ 
bedded in the top four from 
September 20 all the way 
through to December 3. 

After dropping out, they 
were back in the Champions 
League slots after winning 
3-1 on Boxing Day and stayed 
there until February 11. 

There have only been six 
games out of 37 when Saints 
have not been in the top six - 
the first two matches of the 
season and the last four. 

Whatever happens at The 
Etihad, though, and wherev¬ 
er Saints finish, the summer 
will be intriguing. 

It was ever thus at St 
Mary’s. 

Some fans are fearful that 
Morgan Schneiderlin and 
Nathaniel Clyne will leave, 
following in the footsteps 
of those that quit last sum¬ 
mer to join bigger - but not 
necessarily more successful 
- clubs. 

Some supporters have 
probably resigned them¬ 
selves to the players going. 

And some might be happy 
to wave them on their way, 
on the basis if they don’t 
want to play for Koeman and 
Saints then sell them for big 
money and bring in players 
who do want to play. 

The St Mary’s faithful can 
surely sleep easily knowing 
that even if some star names 
do depart, Koeman is a man¬ 
ager who won’t panic. 

He will always remain 
calm, never one to make a 
drama out of a crisis. 

His response to losing five 
top players last summer was 
to bring in players who have 
taken Saints even higher up 
the Premier League. 

Who is to say he can’t take 
them even further next sea¬ 
son? 

Well, we have to dream, 
don’t we? If we can’t dream, 
what’s the point of football? 

And having Koeman as 
manager certainly allows 
fans to let their minds wan¬ 
der .... 



Tim Sherwood 


No end-of- 
season do 
for Villa 

ASTON Villa will not be celebrating 
their Barclays Premier League 
survival despite getting the “job 
done”, according to manager Tim 
Sherwood. 

Villa are not even holding an end- 
of-season awards dinner this year 
and will not throw their players a 
party to mark their escape from the 
drop, because Sherwood believes 
such a lowly finish is nothing to 
celebrate for a club of their size. 

“It’s ‘job done’, as far as I’m 
concerned,” said the former 
Tottenham boss, whose side were 
thrashed 6-1 at St Mary’s last 
weekend with Sadio Mane bagging a 
record breaking treble. 

“They brought me into the club to 
win Premier League survival and we 
did that. The team had won five 
games in 25 before I came in. We 
needed to match that to stay in the 
division and we’ve managed to do 
that.” 

Sherwood insists only victory over 
Arsenal in next week’s FA Cup final, 
which could deny Saints a place in 
Europe, will merit a celebration. 

“It would have been in bad taste to 
celebrate like that and I don’t think a 
club like Aston Villa should be 
celebrating escaping relegation, to 
be perfectly honest,” he said. “It’s a 
big relief but if we’re celebrating 
escaping relegation every year then 
we aren’t doing something right. 

“I’m not sure that escaping 
relegation is a good season for 
Aston Villa. 

“We’ll only have an end-of-season 
celebration if we win the FA Cup. 

“We’ve got to look higher than just 
staying in the Premier League. 
Obviously we’re not going to go from 
that into a Europa League team next 
season but I think we need a 
consolidating season and to build 
the club and take it in the right 
direction.” 



Sadio Mane stunned Villa. 


COMMENT ONLINE ON THE BIG SAINTS STORIES AT dailyecho.co.uk 
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Rickie Lambert’s body language says 
it all as Jay Rodriguez is injured. 



Jos Hooiveld challenges Carlos 
Tevez in August 2012. 



Saints fans at The Etihad in 2012. 



Steven Davis celebrates his debut goal 
at City in 2012. 


Southampton historically senior to Citizens 

Saints are Maine 
men against City 



SAINTS have historically held the upper-hand 
against this weekend’s Premier League op¬ 
ponents Manchester City. 

Of the 81 meetings between the two side, 
Saints have won 33 while City have won 27. 

The clubs have done battle in the old Second 
Division, old First Division and the Premier 
League. 

Both sides are in a golden age at the moment. 
Saints could still well finish fifth if they 
win the season finale at the Etihad Stadium 
and other results go their way at Everton and 
Stoke. 

City, meanwhile, have won the top-flight 
twice in the last five years and have nailed on 
a Champions League spot for next term. 

The last two meetings at City have seen the 
home-side win twice. 

Here, PETER HOWARD looks back at Saints’ 
past top flight trips to Maine Road and the Eti¬ 
had Stadium. 

17 December 1966 
Man City 1 Saints 1 

Ron Davies’s 37 league goals was one of the 
main reasons why Saints avoided the drop in 
their first season in the top-flight. 

The Saints legend was the league’s golden 
boot winner., and no striker in the top flight 
has ever scored more since. 

He was on target at Maine Road, giving 
Saints the lead with 28 minutes gone. 

30 August 1967 
Man City 4 Saints 2 

Martin Chivers and Ron Davies fired Saints 
into a deserved lead before City, who were 
eventually crowned champions, stunned 
Saints with a second half comeback. 

14 September 1968 
Man City 1 Saints 1 

Ron Davies put Saints ahead, but City hit 
back to level. 

8 November 1969 
Man City 1 Saints 0 

Saints narrowly avoided relegation in this 
season. 

17 October 1970 
Man City 1 Saints 1 

A fierce strike by, who else, Ron Davies saw 
Saints take a lead on the half hour, City level¬ 
ling 18 minutes from the end. 

25 September 1971 
Man City 3 Saints 0 

Saints run of defeats at City continued as 
they were dispatched 3-0. 

16 December 1972 
Man City 2 Saints 1 

Terry Paine later complained that it was the 
roughest match he’d ever played in. Derek Jef¬ 
fries netted an own goal on 16 minutes before 
City made a second-half comeback. 

6 October 1973 


Rickie Lambert celebrates scoring on his Premier 
City on the opening day of the 2012/13 campaign. 

Man City 1 Saints 1 

A drab and dull game, featuring a Mick 
Channon leveller, extended Saints’ winless 
streak at Maine Road to ten games. 

9 December 1978 

Man City 1 Saints 2 

Colin Viljeon put through his own goal to 
give Saints the lead before Phil Boyer slammed 
in the second. 

8 September 1979 

Man City 0 Saints 1 

Nick Holmes bagged the winner. 

15 November 1980 

Man City 3 Saints 0 

Nick Holmes missed a penalty before City 
dismantled Saints in a rampant second-half. 


League debut as Saints lose 3-2 at Manchester 


Soon after, Phil Boyer, Saints’ top-scorer the 
previous season, was sold to City for £225,000. 

12 September 1981 

Man City 1 Saints 1 

Kevin Keegan, fresh from missing a penalty 
for England in a World Cup qualifier in Nor¬ 
way, made no mistake for Saints as he dis¬ 
patched a 23rd spot kick before City levelled. 

6 November 1982 

Man City 2 Saints 0 

A new-look Saints line-up suffered defeat 
against a City side that was eventually rel¬ 
egated . 

11 January 1986 

Man City 0 Saints 1 

City won thanks to an 85th minute goal by 
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a quick-fire double. But Saints 
couldn’t hold on to the lead as City 
levelled once more in a breathless 
finish. 

16 March 1996 

Man City 2 Saints 1 

Georgi Kinkladze put City 2-0 up 
with a first-half double. 

Paul Tisdale returned fire before 
Saints had Gordon Watson sent-off 
late-on after protesting to the ref¬ 
eree as to why Saints had an injury¬ 
time equaliser disallowed. 

The two sides finished on level 
points, but Saints stayed up due to 
a better goal-difference - with City, 
managed by ex-Saints boss Alan 
Ball 

3 March 2001 

Man City 0 Saints 1 

Paul Jones kept his sixth consecu¬ 
tive clean-sheet as Dan Petrescu 
netted the winner against 18th 
place City, who were eventually rel¬ 
egated. 

11 May 2003 

Man City 0 Saints 1 

Saints record three successive 1-0 
league wins at City. 

This time Michael Svensson hit 
the last goal at Maine Road to send 
Saints on their way, while City bid 
farewell to their home ground with 
a defeat. 

The result helped lift Saints three 
places to what was then a club- 
record eighth placed finish in the 
Premier League. 

17 April 2004 

Man City 1 Saints 3 

Saints striker Kevin Phillips put 
himself in the picture for an Eng¬ 
land call-up after making it ten 
goals in 12 games in this impressive 
victory for Paul Sturrock’s side. 

James Beattie opened the scor¬ 
ing before Phillips got his first and 
Nicholas Anelka made it 2-1 with 
13 minutes left. Phillips then bur¬ 
ied the game with an outstanding 
strike. 

1 January 2005 

Man City 2 Saints 1 

City narrowly escaped relegation 
the previous season, but now it was 
Saints that were deep in the mire. 

Manager Harry Redknapp was 
after funds to shake-up a side that 
were seriously struggling, but in 
the end Saints finished bottom. 

Paul Bosvelt and Shaun Wright- 
Phillips made it comfortable for 
City before half-time in this clash. 

Kevin Phillips netted a 90th min¬ 
ute spot kick in consolation. 


Rickie Lambert is mobbed after scoring a penalty at The Etihad in April 2014. 


Welsh international Dave 
Phillips. 

11 April 1987 

Man City 2 Saints 4 

Saints’ Gordon Hobson 
netted the club’s first away 
hat-trick since 1969 with an 
eye-catching display. 

Hobson and Danny Wal¬ 
lace gave Saints a 2-1 lead on 
52 minutes before Hobson 
made it 3-1 and then 4-1 on 81 
minutes. 

City struck a consolation 
goal late on. 

City were relegated back to 
the second tier a few weeks 
later 


23 August 1989 

Man City 1 Saints 2 

Danny Wallace struck twice as 
City were welcomed back into the 
first division. Saints did the double 
over City this term with another 2-1 
win at The Dell. 

30 March 1991 

Man City 3 Saints 3 

The floodgates didn’t open in this 
one until Saints legend Matt Le Tis- 
sier fired in a 47th minute opener. 

City were soon on level terms and 
then took the lead with 17 minutes 
remaining. 

Russell Osman restored parity 
with an unstoppable volley. 


City, though, were back ahead 
with just five minutes to play. 

On 90 minutes Alan McLough- 
lin rounded off an epic draw as he 
stabbed home from close range. 

15 March 1992 

Man City 0 Saints 1 

In the final year of the old first 
division, Iain Dowie struck to down 
City to atone for a 3-0 defeat at The 
Dell. 

24 October 1992 

Man City 1 Saints 0 

Mike Sheron hit the only goal on 
a drenched pitch at Maine Road in 
the inaugural Premier League cam¬ 
paign. 


28 December 1993 

Man City 1 Saints 1 

Just 24 hours after beating Chel¬ 
sea 3-1 at The Dell, Saints travelled 
to City. Iain Dowie was on target 
once more. The lead was short-lived 
however, as just three minutes after 
Dowie had headed Saints ahead, 
Terry Phelan levelled it. Some reso¬ 
lute defending saw Saints grab a 
point. 

5 November 1994 

Man City 3 Saints 3 

Richard Hall put Saints ahead on 
27 minutes before City took a sec¬ 
ond-half lead. 

Ronnie Ekelund turned the game 
on its head once more, netting 


19 August 2012 

Man City 3 Saints 2 

After Carlos Tevez had given City 
the lead on the opening day of the 
season, Rickie Lambert and Steve 
Davis gave newly-promoted Saints 
a shock 2-1 lead. 

Edin Dzeko and Samir Nasri 
struck late on to give the defending 
champions victory 

5 April 2014 

Man City 4 Saints 1 

Rickie Lambert levelled from the 
spot after Yaya Toure had given the 
hosts an early lead. 

Edin Dzeko, Samir Nasri and Ste- 
van Jovetic put the game to bed, but 
the day will be sadly remembered 
for the serious knee injury suffered 
by Jay Rodriguez. 


Full Manchester City v Saints coverage in Monday’s Southern Daily Echo 
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Saints 6 Aston Villa 1: Photo special from one of the 



These fans were in good spirits before the Villa game. 



All smiles - owner Katharina Liebherr and chief executive Gareth 
Rogers. 



Ryan Bertrand with his daughter at the traditional post-match lap 
of honour. 



Great end to St 
Mary’s season 


Jay Rodriguez with his partner at St Mary’s. 



Fans lap up the sight of Saints scoring six goals. 



_ 


Comedy character Dr Barry Gale at St Mary’s. 



Graziano Pelle salutes the Saints fans after the Villa 
thrashing. 


MORE PHOTOS FROM AN INCREDIBLE AFTERNOON - SEE PAGES 16 AND 17 
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most amazing games in St Mary’s history. 




Saints supporters flying the flag 


Saints fans outside St Mary’s. 






fF '\i 


Jose Fonte holds his son aloft on the post-match lap of honour. 



Saints fans in good spirits - and this was before the match 
had started! 



Shane Long with his daughter at the post-match lap of 
honour. 



Saints fans clap their heroes. 



Steven Davis carries his daughter around St Mary’s on his 
shoulders. 




Matt Targett applauds the fans on the lap of honour. 


Graziano Pelle salutes the Saints fans. 


GOT A VIEW ON SAINTS’ SEASON? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Saints 6 Aston Villa 1 - picture special celebrating one 



Sadio Mane rounds Shay Given for the first of his three rapid fire 
goals. 



Sadio Mane slides in to score the second of his record breaking 
hat-trick. 



Sadio Mane completes the fastest treble in Premier League 
history. 


The day Sadio 
stunned Villa 



Sadio Mane sinks to his knees after completing the fastest hat trick in Premier League history. 



Sadio Mane wheels away after scoring his second goal. 


On his knees - Sadio Mane celebrates one of his goals. 


Young Saints fans show off their colours. 




COMMENT ONLINE ON THE BIG SAINTS STORIES - dailyecho.co.uk 
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of the most remarkable matches ever at St Mary’s 




Flying the flag with Saints mascot Sammy 


Shane Long scores from distance. 



Sadio Mane laps up the applause after completing his record breaking treble. 



Shane Long celebrates his wonder goal. 



Graziano Pelle fires home during the first half of the Villa 
game ... 



... and Pelle reacts after having his strike ruled out through 
offside. 





Saints fans in the crowd at St Mary’s. 


These fans looked smart for Saints’ last home game of the Saints fans evoke the spirit of the Gordon Strachan era. 

season. 


KEEP UP TO DATE WITH SAINTS ONLINE AT dailyecho.co.uk 













































18 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 23,2015 


Daily Echo ' : 

uT7TiF7TTTfiTIBi 

|— IND THE BALL a test of 

’ J J ^ ^ I— and football knowledge and is 

A ^ B ^^B I open to readers of the competitor whose cross is nearest 


THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£ 38,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

m g* g* noarocf prizes of £15 each week 

B |1|1|1 nearesi 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ I I II II I mice 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

~W~^ I -■■■■■■ in l W 10 for Dorset Echo 

fv I V prize... 10 for Sunday Independent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
Southampton, Bournemouth, 

Dorset Echos, Brighton Argus and 
Sunday Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will 
be paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 
will be added to next week’s jackpot. 

The nearest-miss prize of £1,000 
will be paid out each week to the 

_ 


competitor whose cross is nearest 
to the centre of the ball when there 
is no jackpot winner. 

When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£5,000 and the nearest-miss prize 
stays at £1,000. 

If the Jackpot is not won after 46 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
the nearest miss prize of £1,000 will 
be paid out and the jackpot will 
remain at £50,000 each week until 
there is a jackpot winner, then the 
jackpot starts again at £5,000, with 
the nearest miss prize remaining at 
£1,000 each week. 

If there is more than one winner 
the jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 



Winners 


31 May 
2015 


Competition number SI 9 


JACKPOT WINNER 


NO WINNER 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr C Smalldon, Dorchester, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £1,000 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


A Baker, Southampton, Hants 
B Baker, Southampton, Hants 
P Balcombe, Netley Abbey, Hants 
B Bartlett, Southampton, Hants 
J Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
M Cook, Eastleigh, Hants 
L Crawte, Hedge End, Hants 
R Cummins, Southampton, Hants 
L Foley, Southampton, Hants 
J Franklin, Southampton, Hants 


J Horrocks, Southampton, Hants 
C Langdown, Southampton, Hants 
B Lawrence, Southampton, Hants 
D Moston, Southampton, Hants 
R Plank, Southampton, Hants 
D Randell, Southampton, Hants 
J Slade, Southampton, Hants 
A Taylor, Southampton, Hants 
S Trotter, Southampton, Hants 
J Turner, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 450 per coupon. Coupons with 451 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2. Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed '& Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB, Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. 11. Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 14. If you 
pay by cheque your prize money will bepaid to you once cheque has cleared. 




SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 
Southern Daily Echo 
12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 

closing time Monday 
Southern Daily Echo 
10.00 am Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 



Please use black/blue ink and capitals 


TITLE 

FIRST NAME 

SURNAME 

ADDRESS 


□ MR □ MRS □ MISS □ MS 


POSTCODE 


DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


I enclose cash/cheque/postal order Value £’s 


L 


On what day(s) do you purchase the Dally Echo? 

□ MON □ TUE □ WED □ THURS □ FRI □ SAT 


23 May, 2015 please cross box 

□ CROSSES 

125 

□ CROSSES 



200 

— □ CROSSES 

e3 
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Wn CROSSES 


450 

□ CROSSES 

£5 


CASH 


PRIZE 


EVERY 


WEEK 


Please complete 
entry form and 
send to: 

FTB 

Newspaper 
House, 
Test Lane, 
Southampton 
S016 9JX 
Cheques payable 
to newsquest 


home delivered? 
□ YES □ NO 
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NON LEAGUE FOOTBALL EXTRA 

I’ll make sure we bring 


the best nlavers to club’ 


JAMIE Steeves thought he had found 
another ideal place to settle down 
when he joined Petersfield Town last 
summer. 

But having led the Rams’ reserves 
to glory in the Wyvern Combination 
League Cup and secured a best ever 
league finish, he received an offer he 
couldn’t refuse from AFC Portches- 
ter. 

With Mick Jenkins bowing out of 
football, a vacancy arose for a new 
director of football to work alongside 
ex-England and Arsenal star Graham 
Rix at Wicor Recreation Ground. And 
much as Steeves enjoyed his spell at 
Petersfield, he knew the time had 
come to accept a new challenge with 
another of the Sydenhams League’s 
rapidly emerging forces. 

“The offer to join Portchester came 
out of the blue. I spoke to the chair¬ 
man and it was too good to turn 
down,” Steeves explained. 

“The infrastructure at Portchester 
is unbelievable. Off the field they 
have the potential to be a Southern 
League club, if not higher, and on the 
pitch they’re improving every sea¬ 
son.” 

Now 38, Steeves started out as a 
forward on Portsmouth’s books and 
then moved into management early 
with another Sydenhams League 
club Moneyfields. He spent just over 
a decade at Dover Road as youth and 
reserve team manager under Miles 
Rutherford before joining forces 
with Ian Saunders at Petersfield last 
summer. The Rams went on to have 
dream season, winning the Syden¬ 
hams Premier title just a year after 
lifting the Division One crown, and 
securing their place in the Southern 
One South & West. 

With any luck, Portchester will 
soon be following in their footsteps 
and Steeves can’t wait to be part of it. 
“I thought that would be me (settled) 
at Petersfield. What Ian Saunders has 
achieved there is unbelievable and I 
must thank him and all at PTFC for a 
great season,” he said. 

“There aren’t many clubs who 
could have convinced me to come 
away from there, but the ambition, 


Graham Rix, left, when he worked alongside Glenn Hoddle at the latter’s Spanish-based academy. 


infrastructure and management 
team at Portchester convinced me 
that I could help take the club to 
where they strive to be. 

“I know Mick Jenkins quite well 
and he dealt quite a bit with the com¬ 
mercial side as well, whereas I will 
deal mostly with the playing side 


from the kids’ teams right through to 
the academy and first team. 

“Coaching-wise you can’t fault Gra¬ 
ham Rix and (coach) Steve Johnson, 
but I’ve got the knowledge of Wessex 
players and I will deal with recruit¬ 
ment. It means I won’t always get to 
see first-team games, but I will be out 


there making sure we bring the best 
players to the club. 

“Graham is quite keen on finding 
players aged under-24 with a good 
pedigree. 

“Portchester have had Andy 
Rinomhota join Reading while Ed 
Dry den went to Stoke City.” 


England 
hot-shot 
nets again 

WINCHESTER’S England 
Schools star Charlie Gunson 
fired Sparsholt College’s 
Southampton FC Academy 
side to a 2-0 victory over 
Havant & Waterlooville in the 
Hampshire Midweek Floodlit 
Cup final at Love Lane. 

Gunson joined Michael 
Donovan on the score-sheet 
for the college’s Saints linked 
team - called the 
Southampton Second Chance 
Academy. 

“Retaining this title is the 
culmination of a fantastic 
season with a number of the 
players on the programme 
representing Southampton 
Football Club at academy 
level,” said manager Neil 
Benson. 

“We had numerous boys 
selected for the Hampshire 
Colleges team, the pinnacle 
of which was getting Charlie 
Gunson and Mark Childs 
selected to represent the 
England Schoolboys side. 

“We also have a number of 
players on the programme 
currently being looked at by a 
number of professional 
clubs.” 

The college have also 
announced that they will be 
hosting further trial days for 
the academy on Tuesday, May 
26. 

For more information, 
anybody interested is asked 
to contact the academy’s 
manager, Neil Benson: neil. 
benson@sparsholt.ac.uk or 
mobile 07860 150075. 

Got a local schools or 
college football story for us? 
Email words and pictures to 
peter.howard@dailyecho.co. 
uk or phone him on 02380 
424513. 



Charlie Gunson 



Sinatra 

at the London Palladium 
2 days from £145.00,12 September 2015 

Start spreading the news, ol’ Blue Eyes is back in town! In his 
centenary year, Frank Sinata will be returning to the London 
Palladium, 65 years after he made his UK debut the same 
stage in 1950. 

Highlights & inclusions 

• A £34.50 (face value) Upper Circle seat at the London 
Palladium for Sinatra (ticket up-grades available) 

• Return coach transfers to the London Palladium 

• Time for London shopping and sightseeing in central 
London 

• One night’s bed and English breakfast at a four-star hotel 
with leisure centre in the Greater London area 

• Coach travel from the local area 

• Escorted by a friendly tour manager 



Newmarket 

Holidays 


Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 

Book today to 
reserve your place! 


RRITISH 



BEST ESCORTED 
TOURS HOLIDAY 
COMPANY 


call 0330 160 7751 [SS 

Visit www.newmarket.travel/ncsl9152 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to 
availability. Single supplements apply. Standard phone charges. 


^ABTA 
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Award for 
Cosgrave 

BRIAN Cosgrave has 
received a well-deserved 
long service award from 
Gosport Borough after 25 
years as club secretary. 

Incredibly he is only the 
second person to have held 
the post since the club was 
founded in 1944, following on 
from Bill Adam who served 
from 1944 to 1990. 

Cosgrave, a popular figure 
on the local non-League 
circuit, collected the award at 
Borough’s end-of-season 
celebration held at Leon’s 
Bistro in Lee-on-the-Solent. 

Goalkeeper Nathan 
Ashmore, already named 
supporters’ player-of-the- 
year, completed the double 
by picking up the players’ 
player prize. 

Team boss Alex Pike and 
his right-hand man Mick 
Catlin named ex-Saint Matt 
Paterson as managers’ 
player. 

Paterson’s strike partner 
Justin Bennett took home the 
sponsors’ player-of-the-year 
prize and the club’s golden 
boot award. 

Borough have fixed up a 
pre-season friendly against 
Luton Town on Monday, July 
20 (7.45pm). 



Matt Paterson 


WANTED: 

Manager 

Ambitious Hampshire 
Premier League champions 
Hamble Club are on the 
hunt for a new reserve team 
manager. 

With Keith Smart joining the 
first-team coaching set-up 
and Alan Lane taking a break 
from football, there is an 
opening at the helm of the 
second string at the Shell 
Mex. 

Anyone interested in the 
role is asked to contact first- 
team manager Scott 
Marchant on 07766081223. 




I. —i 

-£| 
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New side Salisbury have most expensive ticket price 


NEW boys Salisbury will be the most 
expensive team to watch in the Syden- 
hams Wessex League next season. 

FA bosses decided to place the new 
Whites in the Wessex Premier for 
2015/16 after meeting at their Wembley 
headquarters last week. 

The verdict means the Ray Mac outfit - 
risen from the ashes of the former Con¬ 
ference side Salisbury City FC - will pit 
their wits against the likes of Winches¬ 
ter City, neighbours Bemerton Heath 
Harlequins and, in probability, Sholing. 


Salisbury have set admission prices 
well above the Wessex League average 
at £8 for adults, £5 for senior citizens/ 
students, £4 for 5-16-year-olds and free 
for under-5s. 

Season ticket prices for adults are £125 
for terracing or £140 main stand. For 
senior citizens/students it’s £75 for ter¬ 
racing or £90 main stand, and it’s £50 for 
under-16s. 

Director Ian Ridley, pictured, said: 
“We realise we are going to be a lot more 
expensive than many other teams in the 


Wessex League, but we have very good 
facilities to offer and we think it’s good 
value for money 

“Clearly we have a lot of work to do on 
the ground and now have a rent to pay 
this season that the club have never had 
in the past. 

“Also, we want to give (manager) Steve 
Claridge the best possible chance of pro¬ 
motion. 

“So we are sure fans will understand 
the pricing. 

“It’s a new era with a new initiative.” 


Glenn’s first managerial role 
‘is a fantastic opportunity’ 



Glenn Howes, right, in action for Poole Town. 


Strongest field in 
recent history of 
Wessex League 

ASSISTANT manager Chris Farrell 
believes new Blackfield & Langley 
boss Glenn Howes is coming in at one 
of the most exciting times in Syden¬ 
ham’s Wessex League history. 

With the new Salisbury FC joining 
the league, Winchester City desper¬ 
ate to get out of it and 2014 FA Vase 
winners Sholing on their way down 
from the Southern ranks, the qual¬ 
ity of the Wessex top flight is set to 
rocket. 

“We’re restructuring the manage¬ 
ment side of the club to try and cre¬ 
ate the impetus to win what will be 
the strongest Wessex League in a 
long, long time,” said Farrell. 

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
Glenn in his first management post 
and we have to try and win the league 

- but let’s not be under any illusions 

- it’s going to be tough with the likes 
of Salisbury, Sholing, Winchester, 
Portchester and Moneyfields all in 
there. 

“Let’s not forget that (Salisbury 
manager) Steve Claridge is not just 
an ex-pro and TV pundit, he’s actu¬ 
ally managed in the Football League. 

“With the clubs we’ve got in the 
Wessex, it’s going to be the most 
watchable it’s been in years - prob¬ 
ably better than the league above.” 

For Howes, Blackfield will be his 
first managerial appointment and, at 
the age of 31, he will bring fresh ideas 
and youthfulness to the role. 

The vastly experienced John Rob¬ 
son, who led the side to a fifth-placed 
finish and Russell Cotes Cup glory 
last term, is stepping up to become 
director of football. 


“Without being rude to John, Sam 
(Davies, Blackfield’s main financial 
backer) was looking to get someone 
a lot younger in and John and I will 
assist Glenn in every way we can,” 
Farrell explained. 

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for 
Glenn in his first management post, 


but we have to try and win the league. 

“Glenn’s incredibly enthusiastic - 
and so he should be. This is a great 
chance to really put his stamp on it 
and, hopefully, it will be a big positive 
for everyone.” 

Howes, a leisure centre manager 
from Hedge End, was a highly-rated 


midfielder with Eastleigh, Bas¬ 
ingstoke Town, Newport IoW and 
Gosport Borough. But his career 
was cruelly cut short in distressing 
circumstances two years ago when, 
playing for Poole Town, he fell vic¬ 
tim of a nasty challenge against 
Merthyr. 


world class 5-a-side Leagues • 3G rubber crumb turf 
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TEAM’S WANTED 


0 1ST GAME FREE 
0 £60 WORTH OF BAR VOUCHERS 
03 FREE WEEKEND PITCHES 


Millbrook Point Road, 
Millbrook, Southampton 
Call 02380 510666 
or visit goalsfootball.co.uk 


goals 

soccer centres 
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Austin’s big rise from Poole 
to Three Lions squad call-up 



Chosen for England - Jamie Vardy 


QPR hitman joins 
ex-Fleetwood star 
Vardy in selection 

POOLE Town always knew they had 
a major talent on their hands when 
Charlie Austin was banging in the 
goals in the Sydenhams Wessex 
League seven years ago. 

But never in a million years did the 
Dolphins dream he would one day 
play for England. 

But that moment edged ever closer 
this week when the 25-year-old QPR 
hitman received his first call-up to 
Roy Hodgson’s senior squad for next 
month’s clashes with the Republic of 
Ireland and Slovenia. 

Poole’s commercial manager Mark 
Bumford admitted: “Let’s be honest, 
when you are playing in the Wessex 
League you never really believe a 
player will hit England level, but we 
did think he would make it as a pro. 

“Over the years, wherever he has 
gone, he has got better and better and 
consistently scored goals. 

“No disrespect to Queen’s Park 
Rangers, but they have had a poor 
season in the Premier League, but he 
has still done the business for them. 
That says it all really.” 

Despite plying his trade among 
some of planet football’s biggest 
names, there is nothing ‘big time’ 
about Charlie. Far from forgetting 
his roots, he stays in regular touch 
with his former club. 

CHARITY NIGHTS 

“Charlie’s parents still live local so 
he still comes back to the area quite 
regularly and occasionally comes to 
games,” said Bumford. “He helps the 
club when he can and does charity 
nights for us. 

“It’s great for us, a lad who was 
playing for us in Step Five football in 
the 2008/09 season who could poten¬ 
tially be stepping out in the famous 
white shirt for England.” 

Austin, who has netted 17 goals in 
35 appearances for QPR this season, 
could make his Three Lions bow in a 
friendly against the Republic at the 
Aviva Stadium on Sunday, June 7. 

Hodgson’s troops are due to travel 
to Slovenia for a Euro 2016 qualifier 
seven days later. 

Still a huge favourite at Tatnam, he 
hit 64 goals in 57 appearances for the 
Dolphins in 2008 and 2009 before pro¬ 
lific spells at Swindon and Burnley 
earned him a move to Loftus Road. 

Austin - one of three new names in 
the England squad along with Leices¬ 
ter striker Jamie Vardy and Burn¬ 
ley stopper Tom Heaton - has been 
linked with a switch away from QPR, 
who are dropping out of the Premier 
League. 

The striker’s miraculous rise from 
non-League to England player could 


spell good news for some of his 
mates. 

Five years ago 16 of his friends 
clubbed together to place a £155 bet 
on the hitman to score an England 
goal within 10 years. 

The syndicate made the bet at odds 
of 50-1 with Dorset bookmakers Jem 


Racing. Fifteen people put down £10 
each and the other person bet £5. 

If Austin nets for the national side, 
Jem Racing would have to fork out 
£7,750 in total to the syndicate. 

Austin was not the only former non 
league striker to be called up for Eng¬ 
land this week - ex-Fleetwood Town 


forward Jamie Vardy was also in¬ 
cluded in Hodgson’s squad. 

He was playing in the Conference 
Premier for the Lancashire club as 
recently as 2011-12, where he hit 34 
goals in 40 league and FA Cup ap¬ 
pearances for that season’s champi¬ 
ons. 


Two times 
win for TJ 

TJ CUTHBERTSON scooped 
both the manager’s player 
and players’ player-of-the- 
year awards for Southern 
One South & West outfit 
Sholing. 

The versatile 25-year-old 
defender is no stranger to 
silverware having featured in 
the Sydenhams Premier title¬ 
winning squads of Winchester 
City (2011/12), Blackfield & 
Langley (2012/13) and the 
Boatmen (2013/14). 

Midfielder Alex Sawyer 
clinched the supporters’ vote, 
defender Owen Roundell was 
named young player-of-the- 
year and Daniel Mason took 
the top scorer’s award. 

Dan Dove (manager’s 
player) and Josh Oxlade 
(players’ player) were the 
stand-out performers for 
Sholing’s development squad 
along with top scorer 
Macaully Smith. 

The Boatmen’s reserves 
ended the season on a high, 
pipping AFC Totton 1-0 in the 
final of the Wyvern John 
Stimpson Memorial Shield at 
Romsey’s Bypass Ground. 

After a succession of near 
misses, the Boatmen finally 
made one count on 83 
minutes thanks to Oxlade. 



TJ Cuthbertson 

On way to 
Wembley 

THE Football Association are 
piloting a non-League double 
header at Wembley Stadium 
next spring. 

The FA Trophy and FA Vase 
finals will both take place on 
Sunday, May 22, 2016 as a 
means of boosting crowds 
and easing the expense of 
holding two separate finals at 
the stadium. 

It will be the first time ever 
that Wembley has hosted two 
national FA competition finals 
on the same day. 

The FA’s director of 
national game, Kelly 
Simmons MBE, said: “We’re 
lucky to have a fantastic non- 
League football culture. 

“There’s no doubt that next 
season’s Trophy and Vase 
campaigns will be the biggest 
ever with a place in the 
double header at stake.” 

Over 500 clubs entered the 
Vase last season, while 276 
took part in the Trophy. 
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Departure 
for Gray 

EX-EASTLEIGH coach Matt 
Gray has left Aldershot Town 
by mutual consent. 

The 33-year-old - right- 
hand man to Ian Baird during 
his time in charge at the 
Silverlake - joined the Shots 
in June 2011. 

He served under both Dean 
Holdsworth, below, and Andy 
Scott before becoming 
assistant to caretaker boss 
Chris Barker in January this 
year. 

But, following the 
appointment of Barry Smith 
as manager of the National 
League (Conference) club, 
there has been a parting of 
the ways. 

Smith said: “I would like to 
thank Matt for his work, not 
just in my first few weeks in 
the job, but in his four 
seasons with Aldershot Town. 

“Both Chris [Barker] and 
myself are very hands-on 
coaches and we are looking 
forward to working with our 
new squad from July 1.” 

Gray commented: “I have 
had some amazing highs in 
my time at Aldershot, along 
with unbelievable lows, and 
enjoyed my four years here. 

“I wish the club well for the 
future.” 



Dean Holdsworth 

Sahr joins 
Welling 

FORMER Havant & 
Waterlooville striker Sahr 
Kabba has joined Eastleigh’s 
National League rivals 
Welling United. 

Kabba signed for Lincoln 
City last summer for an 
undisclosed fee, but didn’t 
get a look-in at Sincil Bank. 

He finished the 2014/15 
campaign with Conference 
South side Whitehawk and 
then Conference North outfit 
Gloucester City. 

The 26-year-old first came 
to prominence at Weston- 
super-Mare and it was former 
AFC Totton boss Stuart 
Ritchie who signed him for 
Havant in July 2012. 

BASINGSTOKE Town will 
host AFC Wimbledon in a pre¬ 
season friendly on Tuesday, 
July 14. 

The League Two side squad 
could feature former 
Basingstoke goalkeepers Joe 
McDonnell and Ashley Bayes. 



Binns parts company with Sutton following injuries 


AFTER a season riddled with injury, 
ex-Eastleigh winger Dale Binns has 
parted company with Sutton United. 

Binns, left, joined the Us in the 
summer of 2013 from Woking and 
was instrumental in guiding Paul 
Doswell’s side to the Conference 
South play-off semi-finals in 2014. 

But the 33-year-old struggled for 
fitness last season and Doswell could 
not risk a repeat of what happened 
with another of his ex-Eastleigh 
widemen, Marvin Williams. 


The Us boss explained: “Dale had a 
great first season with us, but he had 
a bad season with injury last time 
out. 

“I had stuck by Marvin [Williams] 
this time last year and he was in¬ 
jured and pretty much out of the 
game by August. 

“My concern with Dale, given his 
age, was that the same thing would 
happen to him. 

“He has great experience, but then 
we have that in [ex-Eastleigh duo] 


Glen Southam and Jamie Collins,” 
Doswell added. 

Also departing Gander Green Lane 
is ex-Saints, Eastleigh, Winchester 
City and Salisbury striker Jamie 
White. 

“Jamie and I had a sit down a few 
weeks ago and it was clear he was 
not in the form he had been with 
Salisbury,” said Doswell. 

“It’s a shame because he was a 
good player, but it just did not work 
out.” 


Everyone’s a winner as the 
Spitfires hold sponsor raffle 



Innovative offer of 
shirt, stand and 
boxes promotion 

EASTLEIGH’S rise up the non- 
League pyramid has been nothing 
short of remarkable, rocketing them 
from the Sydenhams Wessex League 
to within touching distance of 
League Two in just 12 years, writes 
WENDY GEE. 

Throughout it all, they have been 
determined not to price their sup¬ 
porters out of the market - and that 
value-for-money approach extends to 
sponsors too. 

Bucking the trend of the multi¬ 
pound sponsorships now awash in 
the Premier League game, the Na¬ 
tional League (Conference) club have 
come up with an innovative move to 
allow local businesses with a more 
modest budget to get a piece of the 
action. 

The Spitfires are raffling their 
shirt sponsorship for the 2015-16 
season, with each ticket costing 
£3,000. 

What’s more, it’s a raffle with no 
losers. 

WINNING TICKET 

The purchasers of the first three 
tickets out of the hat will receive be¬ 
spoke sponsorship deals, while all the 
rest will get a hospitality package, in¬ 
cluding executive club membership 
tickets and perimeter boards. 

The holder of the winning ticket 
will land naming rights for the front 
of the first-team shirt, the second 
ticket drawn guarantees rights to the 
back of the shirt and the third prize 
winner will get the opportunity to 
name the North Stand (shed end) at 
the Silverlake Stadium. 

Spitfires CEO Mark Jewell said: 
“We pride ourselves on being a com¬ 
munity club and, following our theme 
of ‘making football affordable’, the 
raffle makes us all the more accessi¬ 
ble to local businesses. 

“While we appreciate £3,000 is still 
a considerable amount of money, it’s 
still very reasonable in the context of 
supporting a Conference club. 

“We have much to offer a potential 


partner. We had an average home 
crowd of over 1,700 this season and 
games where the attendance exceed¬ 
ed 4,000. 

“We get tremendous exposure in 
the local and regional media, togeth¬ 
er with coverage in towns and cities 
up and down the country 


“And because of our progress 
on the field, we were featured on 
television on numerous occasions, 
which in itself is a tremendous op¬ 
portunity for the right company,” he 
added. 

All entrants will be invited to a 
club reception, where the raffle will 


be drawn by a special guest. Those 
unable to attend will be informed by 
email or post. 

For more information contact 
mark@eastleighfc.com or call 
Mark on 07837 665229 or 023 8061 
3361. 
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Ex-England ace Butcher on his way to Eastleigh 


EASTLEIGH will renew old rivalries 
with Havant & Waterlooville before 
hosting two League Two sides in pre¬ 
season. 

After dipping their toes into the wa¬ 
ter at Hellenic Division One club Clan- 
field (89) on Thursday, July 9 (7.30pm), 
the Spitfires will visit Lee Bradbury’s 
Hawks at Westleigh Park on Saturday, 
July 18 (3pm). 

That appetizer will get the taste buds 
tingling for back-to-back home friend¬ 
lies against Newport County and Oxford 


United in the space of five mouth-water¬ 
ing days. Newport - now managed by 
former England international defender 
Terry Butcher, left - will visit Stoneham 
Lane on Tuesday, July 21 (7.45pm). 

PRE-SEASON FRIENDLIES 2015 

Saturday, July 4 

Hythe & Dibden v Liss Athletic 

Thursday, July 9 

Clanfield (85) v Eastleigh (7.30) 

Friday, July 10 

Hythe & Dibden v Fawley AFC 


Saturday, July 11 

Havant & Waterlooville v Portsmouth 
Hythe & Dibden Res v Fawley AFC Res 
Tuesday, July 14 

Hythe & Dibden v QK Southampton 
Saturday, July 18 
East Preston v Fareham Town 
Havant & Waterlooville v Eastleigh 
Hythe & Dibden v Sholing 
Moneyfields v Colliers Wood Utd 
Tuesday, July 21 

Amesbury Town v Cherries XI (7.30) 
Eastleigh v Newport County 


Fan favourite Green signs a 
deal to stay at the Spitfires 



Michael Green with Eastleigh fans after the club’s play off semi final loss at Grimsby 


... and Michael 
is joined by others 
in staying loyal 

CROWD favourite Michael Green has 
penned a new two-year deal for 
Eastleigh. 

The popular New Forest-based left- 
back this week pledged his future to 
the National League (Vanarama 
Conference) club along with striker 
Yemi Odubade and vastly 
experienced midfielder Ben Strevens 
who have both agreed deals for 
2015/16. 

Although still only 26, Green is the 
Spitfires’ longest-serving player hav¬ 
ing originally signed at the Silverlake 
Stadium in May 2009 from Syden- 
hams League side Christchurch. He 
had spells at AFC Totton and Port 
Vale before rejoining the Stoneham 
Lane outfit in October 2011. 

Strevens, who turns 35 tomorrow, 
has made 115 Spitfires appearances 
and scored 20 goals since signing 
from Dagenham & Redbridge in June 
2013 and is one of manager Richard 
Hill’s most dependable players. 

Diminutive frontman Odubade ar¬ 
rived around the same time as Stre¬ 
vens, via Gateshead, and has so far 
made 74 appearances and netted 11 
goals. He spent the latter part of last 
season on loan at Woking, sparking 
speculation that he might be on his 
way out of the Silverlake, but re¬ 
turned to feature in the play-off semi¬ 
final against Grimsby. 

Jail Reason has pledged his future 
to the Silverlake Stadium for another 
two years. 

The gifted midfielder has enjoyed 
an impressive first season in non- 
League top flight, picking up a play- 
er-of-the-month award from sponsors 
Vanarama en route to the play-off 
semi-finals. 

The versatile Will Evans has 
penned a new one-year deal after im¬ 
pressing at centre-back and full-back 
in the season just gone. 

The 23-year-old ex-Hereford and 
Swindon Town defender has so far 
appeared 78 times in two years with 
the club, scoring two goals. 


Goalkeeper Lewis Noice, a 19-year- 
old product of the Spitfires youth 
system, has also signed on for an¬ 
other year. 

Noice, understudy to Eastleigh Nol 
Ross Flitney, spent the latter end 
of last season on loan to Hellenic 


League side Abingdon United. 

Veteran ex-Salisbury loanee Chris 
Todd has accepted the assistant man¬ 
ager’s job at Eastleigh recently vacat¬ 
ed by Craig McAllister. 

The 33-year-old, now in the twilight 


of his playing career, made just ten 
first-team appearances last term in 
his dual role of player-coach. 

Speculation is rife, meanwhile, 
that McAllister could be on his way 
to Sutton United. 


Jamie’s 

staying 

NON LEAGUE SHORTS 

TOUGH-TACKLING 
midfielder Jamie Brown is 
staying at National League 
(Conference) South side 
Basingstoke Town for another 
season. 

The former BAT, Dorchester 
and Eastleigh workhorse has 
been a commanding figure in 
the Stoke engine room since 
joining from Gosport Borough 
in September.” 

JAMIE Slabber, Moses 
Ademola and AM Fuseini are 
among Bromley’s 14 
contracted players for the 
2015/16 season. 

The former Eastleigh trio 
were part of the Ravens side 
that won the Vanarama 
Conference South title and 
will be taking their place, 
alongside Richard Hill’s 
Spitfires, in non-League’s top 
tier next season. 

BURRIDGE AFC are looking 
for a team manager for their 
Saturday side playing in the 
Southampton Football 
League’s senior divisions. 

Please apply to barrie@ 
burridge-afc.com 



Jamie Brown 


City hold 
meeting 

WINCHESTER City will host 
their AGM for all paid-up 
members on June 22 (7pm). 

Prior to the meeting, the 
club would like to hear from 
anyone wishing to put their 
name forward as a 
prospective committee 
member who would help run 
the club. 

Chairman Paul Murray is 
the man to contact at 
paultmurray@btconnect.com 

• RICHARD Hill’s former 
right-hand man at Eastleigh 
has added another string to 
his bow. 

Ex-Spurs, Brighton and 
Gillingham centre-half Guy 
Butters has created an 
interactive football board 
game called ‘Who’s Got Ron?’ 

Butters, who led 
Winchester City to the 
2011/12 Sydenhams League 
title, has joined forces with 
Mark Thompson to devise the 
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Nic signs 
new deal 

NIC Ciardini’s decision to 
sign a new deal with Havant 
& Waterlooville came as a 
major blow to his old club 
Farnborough. 

Boro - relegated to the 
Ryman Premier Division next 
term - had been hoping the 
26-year-old fans’ favourite 
would return for a third stint 
at Cherrywood Road and 
become what manager 
Spencer Day described as 
their “marquee signing”. 

But the wideman, who has 
clocked up over 70 starts and 
scored 18 goals for the 
Hawks, has agreed to stay at 
Westleigh Park for a third 
season. 

Ciardini is one of a number 
of Hawks to have signed on 
again for next season. Dan 
Strugnell has penned a deal 
for a further two years, as has 
top scorer Scott Donnelly. 

Ex-AFC Bournemouth star 
Warren Cummings is on 
board for another year and, 
ditto, defender Ed Harris. 

Manager Lee Bradbury’s 
first recruit of the summer is 
midfield enforcer Adrian 
Clifton, signed from 
Maidenhead United. 

Clifton, 25, kicked off his 
career at Arsenal. 



Warren Cummings 

Dolphins 
will stay 

POOLE Town will again take 
their place in the 2015/16 
Southern League Premier 
Division following their 
agonising play-off failure. 

SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

Bedworth Utd (Southern 
Central), Bideford, 
Biggleswade Town, 
Cambridge City, Chesham 
Utd, Chippenham Town, 
Cirencester Town, Dorchester 
Town, Dunstable Town, Frome 
Town, Histon, Hitchin Town, 
Hungerford Town, Kettering 
Town (Southern Central), 
Kings Lynn Town (Northern 
Premier), Leamington 
(Conference North), Merthyr 
Town (Southern South & 
West), Paulton Rovers, Poole 
Town, Redditch Utd, St Neots 
Town, Slough Town, Stratford 
Town (Southern South & 
West), Weymouth. 



Painful viewing for Poole boss Tommy Killick 


THE provisional list of 2015/16 alloca¬ 
tions for the National League (Confer¬ 
ence) South made painful viewing for 
Poole Town boss Tom Killick. 

The Dolphins are steeling themselves 
for another season in the Southern 
League after narrowly missing out 
on the title and then failing to make it 
through the play-offs. And though the 
addition of high-profile trio Merthyr, 
Kettering and Leamington will undoubt¬ 
edly make the Southern Premier Divi¬ 
sion more interesting next season, Kil¬ 


lick conceded that the pain of missing 
out on promotion had not yet subsided. 

“It was hard to go further down when 
I saw the Conference South list without 
our name in it,” he said. “It put me in a 
bad mood, that’s for sure. 

“But that is what we have to deal with. 
Unfortunately there will be constant 
reminders for a little while, but we just 
have to get on with it and not let it affect 
us.” 

On the league constitution, which is 
subject to change until the Southern 


League holds its AGM in June, Killick 
added: “There are two things you look at 
straight away - the travelling and qual¬ 
ity of the sides coming in. 

“The quality can be subjective. Teams 
can be strong one year, but lose financial 
backing the next. Looking at the geogra¬ 
phy of it, there are a lot of big trips for 
us, but it is nice to play at good grounds 
with bigger attendances. While Merthyr 
might not be the most welcoming of 
places, they are passionate down there 
which makes for a good atmosphere.” 


Wembley hero Carter signs 
renewed Gosport contract 



Mike Carter, right, celebrates Sholing’s FA Vase final win. 


Former Sholing 
FA Vase winner’s 
two year deal 

FORMER Sholing Wembley hero 
Mike Carter has signed a new Gos¬ 
port Borough contract. 

The midfielder made such an im¬ 
pact for Gosport Borough last sea¬ 
son that he has been rewarded with 
a new two-year deal at Privett Park, 
writes WENDY GEE. 

After celebrating an FA Vase/ 
Sydenhams Wessex double with Shol¬ 
ing last spring, Carter has taken the 
three-step rise in levels confidently 
in his stride. 

His commanding performances in 
the centre of the park for Gosport 
saw him narrowly beaten to the sup¬ 
porters’ player-of-the-year award af¬ 
ter a fine debut season. 

Manager Alex Pike said: “I am re¬ 
ally happy to agree a new deal with 
Mike. 

“He was certainly one of our most 
successful signings last year and, in 
my opinion, one of the best central 
midfielders in the league. 

“He was one of the bedrocks we 
built our successes on and now we 
will continue to build.” 

With just 40 goals conceded, Bor¬ 
ough boasted the division’s strongest 
defence last term on their way to a 
fine sixth-placed finish. 

But Pike has been quick out of the 
blocks to bolster his rearguard, sign¬ 
ing Ryan Woodford from neighbours 
Havant & Waterlooville and Adam 
Brice from relegated Farnborough. 

Woodford joined Havant in 2009 fol¬ 
lowing his release from Portsmouth 
and, after initial injury problems, be¬ 
came a regular fixture in the Hawks 
squad, clocking up over 100 appear¬ 
ances. 

But the form of Brian Dutton and 
Ed Harris made first-team opportuni¬ 
ties hard to come by and he went out 
on loan to Bognor Regis towards the 
end of last term. 

Centre-back Brice spent his forma¬ 
tive years at Aldershot before mov¬ 
ing on to Woking where he was man¬ 
ager’s player-of-the-year in 2013/14. 

He joined Farnborough last August. 

Excited by Woodford’s capture from 


Havant, Pike said: “Ryan is just what 
we want at Gosport. 

“He’s young, hungry and up for the 
challenge. 

“With his wealth of experience 
at this level and his age, he fits the 
mould at Privett Park.” 


NATIONAL LEAGUE SOUTH 
CONSTITUTION 2015/16 

Basingstoke Town, Bath City, Bish¬ 
ops Stortford, Chelmsford City, Con¬ 
cord Rangers, Dartford (Football 
Conference), Eastbourne Borough, 
Ebbsfleet Utd, Gosport Borough, 


Havant & Waterlooville, Hayes & 
Yeading Utd, Hemel Hempstead 
Town, Maidenhead Utd, Maidstone 
Utd (Isthmian Premier), Margate, 
Oxford City (Conference North), St 
Albans City, Sutton Utd, Truro City 
(Southern Premier), Wealdstone, 
Weston-super-Mare, Whitehawk. 
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Only way is up for Rovers as boss stakes his claim 


FORMER Salisbury City boss Darrell 
Clarke, left, is targeting back-to-back 
promotions after leading Bristol Rovers 
straight back up to the Football League. 

Rovers became the first side in a dec¬ 
ade to climb back out of the Conference 
at the first time of asking after seeing 
off Eastleigh’s play-off semi-final con¬ 
querors Grimsby Town in a dramatic 
promotion final at Wembley. 

The sides were locked together 1-1 af¬ 
ter extra time and it was Lee Mansell 
who held his nerve to sink the deci¬ 


sive spot kick in a nail-biting penalty 
shootout watched by a record-breaking 
47,029 crowd. 

A relieved Clarke confessed: “I feel like 
a massive weight has been lifted off my 
shoulders. The disappointment of get¬ 
ting relegated last season was massively 
upsetting for everyone. Trying to get 
Bristol Rovers back into the League has 
taken over my life. 

“Football is the first thing I think about 
in the morning and the last thing I think 
about at night. To come back at the first 


time of asking is tough and very rarely 
happens. We’re delighted we have man¬ 
aged to do it and now I am ready to build 
a squad that’s good enough to get out of 
League Two..” 

Rovers’ success means Eastleigh 
will have to revisit the scene of their 
Vanarama Premier heartbreak next sea¬ 
son. Richard Hill’s men lost four times 
to bogey side Grimsby in their maiden 
top-flight campaign - twice in the league 
and in both legs of the play-off semi¬ 
final. 


Teen Cargill may feature in 
Cherries’ squad next season 



Baily Cargill 


Baily impressed 
last year so may 
have Prem shout 

FORMER AFC Totton loanee Baily 
Cargill possesses Premier League 
potential, according to AFC Bourne¬ 
mouth boss Eddie Howe. 

While several young Cherries could 
be heading out on loan next season 
as the club prepare to rub shoulders 
with Chelsea, Man Utd and Manches¬ 
ter City in English football’s elite, 
Howe insists that 19-year-old Cargill 
will be staying put. 

Cargill, a product of the club’s 
youth ranks, was fast-tracked to 
Howe’s first-team squad last sum¬ 
mer and featured in every round of 
the League Cup as the Cherries pro¬ 
gressed to the quarter-finals for the 
first time in their history 

The youngster, released by South¬ 
ampton at the age of 12, also started 
the FA Cup win at Rotherham and 
earned international recognition 
with England under-20s, scoring on 
his debut in a 2-2 draw with Canada. 

He was rewarded for his exploits 
with an improved two-and-a-half 
year contract and Howe does not rule 
out the possibility of him featuring 
on the country’s biggest stage next 
term. 

“I’ve got very high hopes for Baily 
and would like to think he will be 
pushing for a starting place at the be¬ 
ginning of next season,” he said. 

“When you look at his performanc¬ 
es in cup games, a couple of those 
were against Premier League teams, 
so it was great experience for him 
in terms of looking at next season. 
He excelled and was outstanding in 
those games. 

“The reason he didn’t feature in the 
Championship was due to the fitness 
and form of our two centre-halves 
who were both ever present. 

“Baily is a developing player who is 
getting better all the time. 

“He is at an age where he will need 
to play sooner rather than later, but 
I certainly don’t see that being any¬ 
where else at the moment. 

“I know he is still a teenager, but 


we don’t judge outfield players by age 
and it is very much down to ability. 

“Reputations don’t come into our 
thinking either and you have to judge 
every player on what they are deliv¬ 
ering at the moment. 

“Baily had an excellent end to this 
season behind the scenes and contin¬ 


ues to work very hard. 

“If he comes back having had a 
good summer and improves his over¬ 
all game, he will be considered the 
same as everyone else.” 

Cargill has enjoyed fruitful loan 
spells with AFC Totton, Welling and 
Torquay since graduating from the 


club’s youth ranks. 

Capped twice by his country, he 
hopes to be included in Aidy Boo- 
throyd’s England Under-20 squad 
for the annual Toulon Tournament 
which gets underway on May 28. 
England face China, Ivory Coast, 
Mexico and Morocco. 


Margate 
move up 

FORMER AFC Totton and 
Bashley striker Ryan Moss 
fired Margate into the newly- 
named National League 
South. 

The Kent coast club will join 
the likes of Gosport Borough, 
Basingstoke Town and Havant 
& Waterlooville in non- 
League’s second tier after 
edging 10-man Hendon 1-0 in 
the Ryman Premier Division 
play-off final. 

Margate, managed by 
ex-Aldershot boss Terry 
Brown, broke the deadlock 
on 39 minutes at Earlsmead 
when Moss - who boasts 
previous Conference South 
experience with Dorchester 
Town and Havant & 
Waterlooville - netted a four- 
yard tap-in for his 24th goal of 
the season. 

Delighted boss Brown said: 
“I think this is the hardest 
league to get out of. 

“Now we look forward to 
playing better footballing 
sides on better pitches. 

“That should suit us 
because I want to get it down 
and play.” 

• Have you got a non 
league football story? Email 
Wendy Gee at wendy.gee@ 
dailyecho.co.uk 



Ryan Moss 


League is 
declared 

THE FA’s provisional club 
allocations for Step 1 of 
the non-League pyramid for 
2015/16, following Bristol 
Rovers’ promotion as play-off 
final winners, is as follows: 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Aldershot Town, Altrincham, 
Barrow (Conference North), 
Boreham Wood (Conference 
South), Braintree Town, 
Grimsby Town, Bromley 
(Conference South), 
Cheltenham Town (Football 
League), Chester, Gateshead, 
Dover Athletic, Eastleigh, 

FC Halifax Town, Forest 
Green Rovers, Guiseley 
(Conference North), 
Kidderminster Harriers, 
Lincoln City, Macclesfield 
Town, Southport, Tranmere 
Rovers (Football League), 
Torquay Utd, Welling Utd, 
Woking, Wrexham. 
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This season’s 
most shocking 
giant-killings 


FA CUP FINAL 

Big questions for 
final challengers 


ARSENAL and Aston Villa go head to 
head in the FA Cup final at Wembley 
next weekend. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks back at 
some of the surprises this season’s 
competition has thrown up. 

Coventry 1-2 Worcester (First round) 

One of the first upsets in this term’s 
tournament saw Conference North 
side Worcester dump the 1987 winners 
out. Sean Geddes scored twice to con¬ 
tinue his cup pedigree - the midfielder 
had helped non-league Stourbridge 
beat Plymouth over two ties in 2011. 
Reda Johnson - who missed a first- 
half penalty - pulled a goal back for 
the Sky Blues but they never recov¬ 
ered after Lee Burge was sent off and 
conceded a 41st-minute spot-kick. 

Hartlepool 1-2 Blyth Spartans (Second 
round) 

Three divisions and 65 places sepa¬ 
rated the teams but Blyth produced a 
derby giant-killing when they ousted 
Hartlepool. A 90th-minute goal from 
Jarrett Rivers sent the Spartans 
through to the third round for just 


Bradford City celebrate at Chelsea 


the fourth time in their history Blyth 
went on to give Birmingham a scare 
in the third round, going 2-0 up before 
losing 3-2 to the Sky Bet Champion¬ 
ship side. 

Chelsea 2-4 Bradford (Fourth round) 

Shock of the round, shock of the 
year, shock of the century Jose Mour- 
inho said Chelsea were embarrassed 
to be knocked out by a side who were 
then 49 places below them. Under Phil 
Parkinson, Bradford had cup pedigree 
having reached the League Cup final 
in 2013 after beating Arsenal and As¬ 
ton Villa before losing to Swansea. 

But no one expected the League One 
side to pull off a result at Stamford 
Bridge, especially after going 2-0 down 
inside 38 minutes. Gary Cahill and 
Ramires put Chelsea in control before 
Jon Stead pulled a goal back ahead of 
half-time. 

Hope seemed to be running out but 
ex-Chelsea youngster Filipe Morais 
levelled, Andy Halliday put them 3-2 
up and Mark Yeates added a fourth in 
stoppage time to put the Bantams into 
dreamland. 


ARSENAL face Aston Villa in the FA 
Cup final on May 30 with the Gun¬ 
ners looking to defend the trophy 
and Villa aiming to win it for the 
first time since 1957. 

Here, the Sports Pink looks at the main 
talking points in the build-up to the Wembley 
showdown. 

CAN ARSENAL CONTAIN CHRISTIAN BENTEKE? 

The striker has been in red-hot form under 
Tim Sherwood. 

He has been the catalyst to their survival 
bid and scored nine times in Sherwood’s first 
nine games., including the consolation at St 
Mary’s last weekend. 

His brute force and skill are the perfect 
combination, as the 24-year-old shows he 
has fully recovered from the Achilles injury 
which kept him out of last year’s World Cup. 

Villa have unlocked his potential again as 
Sherwood aims to hit the striker early from 
the flanks and centrally - a direct change of 
tactics from their pedestrian, toothless, ef¬ 
forts under Paul Lambert. 

WILL VILLA BE ABLE TO HANDLE ARSENAL’S AT¬ 
TACKING SKILL? 

Alexis Sanchez and Olivier Giroud give the 
Gunners a focal point and a clear danger to 
Villa’s chances of lifting the FA Cup. 

Mesut Ozil and Santi Cazorla help provide 
the ammunition with the pair two of the best 
attacking midfielders in the game. 

Villa leaked goals under Lambert and, while 
they have tightened up under Sherwood, they 
still make costly mistakes - as was on show at 
Saints last weekend. 

Injuries to Ciaran Clark and Nathan Baker 
are expected to keep them sidelined them for 
the final, and Villa will be reliant on Jores 
Okore and Ron Vlaar in central defence. Both 
are prone to errors. 

SHERWOOD - GREAT PRETENDER OR REAL DEAL? 

Question marks still remain over Sherwood 
as a manager but he would go a long way to 
silencing the doubters with an FA Cup tri¬ 
umph. His short-term impact at Villa can¬ 
not be questioned, but it remains to be seen 
whether he can maintain it over a long period 
- especially with a potential takeover of the 
club in the summer. 

He has rescued them from freefall and de¬ 
serves credit, but he will be judged more se¬ 
verely next season after a summer of rebuild¬ 
ing. 

CAN JACK THE LAD DELIVER? 

Jack Grealish announced himself to the 
wider world with his starring role in Villa’s 
2-1 semi-final win over Liverpool last month. 
He set up Fabian Delph’s winner and justi¬ 
fied Sherwood’s faith in him on such a grand 
stage. 

Villa fans already knew of his talents, but 
the 19-year-old was used sparingly by former 
boss Lambert. 


Aston Villa’s Christian Benteke 


Since the semi-final, Grealish has been a fix¬ 
ture in the Villa side and has grown in influ¬ 
ence with West Ham bringing on Alex Song 
to combat Grealish’s threat in their 1-0 defeat 
in Birmingham this month. The midfielder 
is fearless - a trait which excites Sherwood 
and one which he plays on - but the pressure 
will be on Grealish on the biggest stage of his 
career. 

HAVE ARSENAL PROGRESSED THIS SEASON? 

A title challenge remains the benchmark 


for Arsenal, but retaining the FA Cup and 
possibly finishing higher than last season 
represents progress. Last year’s FA Cup final 
win over Hull was the Gunners’ first trophy 
in nine years and eased some of the growing 
pressure on manager Wenger. 

He has still come in for criticism this sea¬ 
son, but Arsenal are on course to beat last 
year’s fourth-placed finish. Second spot 
would be their best finish for 10 years and, 
coupled with a trophy, would give the Gun¬ 
ners hope for next term. 




GOT AN OPINION ON SAINTS? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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Ramsey: ‘Winner was amazing feeling’ 



Aaron Ramsey with the FA Cup in 2014 


Aaron Ramsey banished the 
heartbreak of FA Cup final defeat 
with a winning goal at Wembley 
12 months ago - and it is an ex¬ 
perience the Wales midfielder in¬ 
tends to enjoy again with Arsenal 
on May 30. 

The Cardiff schoolboy was just 
16 and 142 days when he made a 
substitute appearance in the final 
half hour of the 2008 final, where 
the Bluebirds were defeated 1-0 by 
Portsmouth. 

Having been inconsolable as he 
trudged off the Wembley turf in 
tears, roll the clock on to the sum¬ 
mer of 2014 and Ramsey would be 
engulfed by his team-mates after 
an extra-time strike sealed a dra¬ 
matic 3-2 victory for the Gunners. 

An estimated 250,000 Arsenal 


fans packed the streets around 
Islington for a long-awaited open- 
top bus parade the following 
morning, and those memories are 
the ones which Ramsey wants to 
invoke again by getting the better 
of Aston Villa at Wembley 
“The winner (in last season’s 
FA Cup final) was just an amaz¬ 
ing feeling, and with my celebra¬ 
tion, I didn’t really know what to 
do, I was knackered. I was just 
running about and it all caught 
up on me then, so I needed a cou¬ 
ple of seconds to get my breath 
back and realise just what I had 
actually done,” said Ramsey, who 
joined Arsenal from Cardiff in 
June 2008, and recovered from 
an horrific double leg fracture at 
Stoke in February 2010 to become 


the Gunners’ stand-out player of 
last season. 

“Then on the following day, it 
was amazing to see there was a 
quarter-of-a-million people on the 
streets, just to see how many sup¬ 
porters had come out, that was 
quite overwhelming as well, to 
realise how much this means for 
those people, to have finally won 
something for ourselves and for 
them. 

“Those sorts of feeling you got 
after winning a trophy is difficult 
to achieve, everyone realised that 
we want more of this. 

“We are putting pressure on 
ourselves to get the best out of 
each other, and I feel like we have 
done that in the second half of 
this season.” 


ARSENE AFTER A SIXTH 
VICTORY IN THE FA CUP 



Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger says the FA Cup 
remains just as special to 
him now as it did when he 
watched his first Wembley 
final on black and white tel¬ 
evision as a schoolboy in 
Alsace. 

Beating Aston Villa on May 30 
would see Wenger claim a sixth FA 
Cup winner’s medal - including a 
1-0 win over Saints at Cardiff in 
2003 when Robert Pires scored the 
only goal- and move ahead of Sir 
Alex Ferguson and also Thomas 
Mitchell, who guided Blackburn to 
success between 1884 and 1891. 

A victory would draw him level 
with George Ramsay’s personal 
landmark achieved with the Vil- 
lans, winning his first FA Cup in 
1887 and last as club secretary in 
1920. 

If indeed the Gunners can live up 
to their favourites tag - and they 
have finished the Premier League 
season in good form - it is not in¬ 
conceivable Wenger could soon 
stand alone as the most successful 
FA Cup manager of all time. 

Wenger was often criticised for 
his view that finishing in the Bar¬ 
clays Premier League’s top four 
was of equal, if not greater, merit 
to winning a domestic cup. 

For almost a decade, those top- 
four finishes proved the sole 
subsistence for trophy-starved 
Gunners fans until last year’s dra¬ 
matic extra-time FA Cup final vic¬ 
tory over Hull. 

However, the magic of the cup re¬ 
mains as much part of the French¬ 
man’s philosophy now as it did 
when he was first mesmerised by 
flickering images of the hallowed 
Wembley turf all those years ago. 

“It was a dream when I was a kid 
to watch the FA Cup. It was one of 
the competitions you could watch 
in black and white on television,” 


Arsene Wenger lifts the FA Cup in 2014. 

the 65-year-old recalled. 

“What struck me was the ball was 
white and the pitch was perfect, 
absolutely immaculate, because I 
played in a village where the pitch 
was a disaster. 

“The players had their hair well 
combed, and the managers were 
relaxed at that time - they joked 


together on the bench.” 

Wenger added: “I believe the FA 
Cup is the best domestic knockout 
competition in the world, because 
it is the most traditional, this is 
the country where the FA Cup has 
been the first competition. 

“I understood very quickly after 
arriving at Arsenal nearly 20 years 


ago that when the FA Cup games 
approached, they are something 
different, these games are some¬ 
thing special. 

“You go to Wembley, it is a special 
day for the fans and the responsi¬ 
bility you feel as a manager that 
day is even bigger.” 


From the first 
cup goal to a 
Saha record 

FA CUP FA CTS 

• The first FA Cup competition 
in 1871-72 had 15 entries; this 
season had over 700. 

• The first cup final goal was 
scored by Morton Betts, playing 
under the assumed name of ‘A 
H Chequer’ as Wanderers beat 
Royal Engineers 1-0. 

• The original trophy was 
made by Messrs Martin, Hall & 
Co. for just £20. In 1895, after 
Aston Villa had beaten West 
Brom 1-0 in the final, it was 
stolen and never found. 

• Manchester United and 
Arsenal have won the cup the 
most times (11), and Tottenham 
have clinched it eight times. 
Forty-two different clubs have 
won it. 

• The winners of this season’s 
competition will receive 
£1.8million - the Champions 



The FA Cup 


League winners earn £7.7million 

- with the runners-up banking 
£900,000. 

• Louis Saha scored the fastest 
goal in FA Cup final history 
when he netted for Everton after 
just 25 seconds against Chelsea 
in 2009 - although the Toffees 
lost 2-1. 

• That defeat meant Everton 
have lost the most cup finals in 
the history of the competition - 
eight. 

• Villa Park has staged the 
most semi-final matches - 55 
including replays. 

• Until this year Aston Villa 
had not reached an FA Cup final 
since 2000 - and they have not 
won it since 1957. 

• Holders Arsenal edged out 
Hull 3-2 in last season’s final 

- their first trophy since the 
2005 FA Cup when they beat 
Manchester United on penalties. 


Full Manchester City v Saints coverage in Monday’s Southern Daily Echo 















28 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 23,2015 



WILTON 

rJdyal 


WIITON 

RQYAL 


UNBEATABLE 
CARPET OFFERS 
WILTON ROYAL OUTLET 


WILTON ROYAL CHARTER DELUXE 50oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £28.99m 2 N0W£18.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL SUPER CHARTER 45oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £24.99m 2 - NOW £13.99 m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ANNIVERSARY TWIST 32oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY £19.99m 2 - N0W£11.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL WOODLANDS 42oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST 
NORMALLY£26.99m 2 NOW £14.99m 2 

WILTON ROYAL CHARTER SUPREME GOLD 60oz 80/20 
WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £ 31.99 m 2 - NOW £23.99 m 2 

WILTON ROYAL ENTERPRISE 30oz 80/20 
NORMALLY £19.99 m 2 - N0W£9.99m 2 

OVER 400 REMNANTS MANY UP TO 50% OFF 

GREAT RANGE OF COMPETITIVELY PRICED BEDS 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE, RINGWOOD ROAD 
WOODLANDS, SOUTHAMPTON, S040 7GY 

02380 873459 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 


Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 


Home Choose Caipets 

. ? m 

'! 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING ‘ FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

• FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 




Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
Chalcroft 


Chalci 

m 

J *4 




Burnetts Lane. West End. 
Southampton. SO30 2HU 

www.owtons.com 

shop@owtom.co.uk 


achakioftferm 


BBQ Pack one ” 

• 2 kg Spicy chicken wings 

• 136kg chicken drumsticks b thighs 

• 15kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2 2kg pork sausages 

FREE 24x402 steak burgers! 

Only £29.99 
BBQ Rack two 

• 1 kg Sirloin steaks 

• 136 chickens drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 22kg pork sausages 
FRFE 24 x 4tv steak burgers! 


• 2 2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirtom steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks b Thighs 

• 1kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48 x 4 ck steaks burgers 

Amazing value at £59.99 

ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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£5 off - with this Voucher (until end of May 2015) 


Extra-Wide Fitting 
Footwear Specialist 

Josef Seibel 4* , Radders*#* 

The European Comfort Star 1WOW!«i»«Mir 

Van Dal 






STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre Tel: 02380 554437 
184 Portswood BO, Southampton S017 2NJ 



STRIKING FIGURE 
GREAT FEATURES 


208 ACTIVE 

0% APR £193 

REPRESENTATIVE* per month 

Includes £400 
Deposit Contribution 


PEUGEOT 208 ACTIVE 

The stunning Peugeot 208 Active. Comes with DAB digital radio, multifunction colour touchscreen, 15* alloys 
ond front fog lights And ot just £193 per month, it's also very offordoble Well, there's no point designing a 
beautiful car if you can't afford to run it. Contact us today to find out more about this offer. 



MOTION & EMOTION PEUGEOT 


SNOWS ROMSEY 

Winchester Hill, Romsey, HAMPSHIRE, SOSI 7YY. 

01794 525 700 www.snows-romsey.co.uk 

Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) ond C02 emissions (g/km) for the 208 range ore: Urbon 32.8 - 78.5 (8.6 - 3.6), Extra Urbon 54.3 - 88.3 (5.2 - 3.2), 
Combined 44 1 -83.1 (6.4 - 3.4) and C02 149 -87 (g/km). MPGfigurti ore ochwvqd under offoolEU test conditions, intended os ogukto for comparative purposes only, orxlmoy not 
reflect octual on-the-rood driving conditions Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit www peugeot co uk A guarantee maybe required Over 18's only Snows Romsey is acting as a credit broker 
and is not o lender Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd tfa Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, PHI lQAWe will introduce you to a limited 
number of lenders to finooce your purchase All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01 /04/15 ond 30/06/15 or unbl such time as they may be withdrawn by Peugeot at its complete 
discretion A Mawmum 37 month period 208 Active PureTech 1.0 VTi including metallic paint, includes £400 Peugeot deposit contribution, customer deposit £600, 36 monthly payments payable, optional final 
payment £5,213, annual mileage 6,000 Excess mitcoge charges may apply The information and images here arc based on the current technical data when published The equipment shown is factory fitted or 
available as an option at extra cost, depending on the model As part of a policy of continuous specification improvement, Peugeot reserve the right to modify the technical equipment, options and colours ot any time 



AUTO ROLLER 695P. 
New for 2015! 

4 Berths. 

4 Belted Seats, 
Island Bed. 


T-LINE 590, 
4 Berths, 

4 Belted Seat; 
Elevating Bed 


T-LINE 590: Winner of the 

CARAVAN CLUB DESIGN AWARD 2015! 


T-LINE 740. 
New for 20151 
5 Berths, 

5 Belted Seats, 
En-Suite 
Rear Double. 


AUTO ROLLER 741 
6 Berth, 

Spacious 

6ft Lounge. 


Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 

Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
teh 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 


_ IH 

--tie Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, Dorset BH17 7AA 

wanmrfiwxit t: 01202 801705 e: info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk | www.solentmotorhomes.co.uk ROLJ ^, ™ 


Get Set for buy a brand new 

MOTOR HOME 

FROM SOLENT! 


At7bl stsi tur 

Sumw 



Free Cosmetic Surgery Open Evenings 

An ideal opportunity to meet your local Cosmetic Surgeon and find out more about the procedures 
available at Nuffield Health Wessex Hospital, with complimentary one-to-one advice sessions. 

Thursday 4th June, 6.30pm & Monday 22nd June, 6.30pm 


Booking essential as places are limited. Call us today 02380 986 539 

Nuffield Health Wessex Hospital, Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire S053 2DW 


^ Nuffield Health 

FOR THE LOVE OF LIFE* 


Hospitals + Health Checks + Physio + Gyms 
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HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 2015 



Alex Blake and Sam Northeast celebrate a dramatic Kent victory following their unbroken 108-run partnership (Pictures by Dave Vokes/LMI Photography) 

Shock T20 defeat 



HAMPSHIRE crashed to a last-over 
defeat after an astonishing comeback 
by Kent at The Ageas Bowl. 

Kent were 70-5 after ten overs when 
Alex Blake responded with a career- 
best 71 not out from only 30 balls, 
including six sixes - one of which 
secured the five-wicket victory with 
four balls to spare. 

Hampshire now know how Notting¬ 
hamshire felt when they won their 
2012 quarter-final at Trent Bridge. 
They were on course for a second suc¬ 
cessive T20 victory when Will Smith 
took 3-24 after James Vince laid the 
foundation for his side’s 172-6 with a 
43- ball 66 (ten fours, two sixes). 

After winning the toss, Vince treat¬ 
ed the Bank Holiday weekend crowd 
to his highest score of the season 
against a Kent attack including two 
former teammates in David Grif¬ 
fiths (2-36) and Matt Coles (2-0-15-0) 
. Michael Carberry (20) dominated 
the 32-run opening stand, hitting the 
medium pace of Darren Stevens for 
16 from three balls, including succes¬ 
sive sixes - behind square and over 
long-on - in the first over. Vince soon 
found his rhythm, cutting three fours 
from four Mitch Claydon deliveries 
before Carberry, having glanced Grif¬ 
fiths’ first ball for four, chipped the 
second to deep-backward square-leg. 

Jimmy Adams (one) scored the only 
run from Coles’ first over but was 
then bowled by the first delivery from 
off-spinner Adam Riley. Coles did not 
return to the attack after conceding 
three fours from five balls against 
Vince - cover-driven, cut and hooked 
- in the last over of the powerplay 
(61-2). Vince hit Riley for 20 from 


the first four balls of the 12th over, 
including successive sixes - over 
long-on and a towering maximum 
over mid-wicket - before holing out 
attempting a third, when deep-mid¬ 
wicket Denly did well to hold on at 
the second attempt. 

There ended his stand of 61 from 46 
balls with Owais Shah (26), who saw 


Sean Ervine nick an excellent ball 
angled across his bows from Grif¬ 
fiths. 

Hampshire were grateful for a ca¬ 
reer-best, two-a-ball 36 from Adam 
Wheater. Wheater was yorked by the 
second ball of the penultimate over 
before Will Smith and Chris Wood 
added 14 from the last ten balls to 


ensure a total only one less than the 
173 that proved too much for Essex a 
week earlier. Smith (3-24) was once 
again the pick of the Hampshire 
bowlers. His low, return catch saw 
off Daniel Bell-Drummond after four 
balls of the Kent reply 

Denly, having swatted Wood’s sec¬ 
ond ball for a mid-wicket six, hit 
four fours in Fidel Edwards’ first 
over. But he was gone for 26 (17 balls) 
when he drove Danny Briggs’ first 
ball to Adams at extra cover. Yasir 
Arafat closed out the Kent power- 
play (50-2) before Wheater dismissed 
dangermen Sam Billings (15) and 
Stevens (three) in the space of five 
balls. Billings was run out by Wheat- 
er’s direct hit after being sent back 
following Edwards’ yorker. Wheater 
continued a fine night’s work when 
he stumped Stevens in the tenth over, 
which Smith ended by trapping Fa¬ 
bian Cowdrey for a two-ball duck. 

But then Blake and Kent captain 
Sam Northeast proceeded to share 
an unbroken sixth-wicket partner¬ 
ship of 108 from only 56 balls. North¬ 
east was only troubled when an 
Edwards full toss struck him in the 
nether regions. His 49-ball 60 (seven 
fours) was the perfect foil for left¬ 
hander Blake, who had only scored 
two T20 fifties before last night. Had 
Carberry held on as he dived at deep 
cover, Blake would have gone for 37, 
with Kent still needing 31 from 16 
balls. But in the same Arafat over, 
Blake hit an audacious six over cov¬ 
er and he did the same to Wood in the 
penultimate over before closing out 
the game with ten from the first two 
balls of the last from Arafat. 


WILL Smith paid tribute 
to Alex Blake after Kent 
continued their impressive 
Ageas Bowl record . 

The off-spinning all-rounder 
starred with 3-24 after his 
unbeaten 13 from ten balls 
help Hampshire to 172-6. But 
the game’s best bowler could 
not stop Kent from winning 
their fifth T20 game in seven 
visits at the Ageas Bowl. 

Smith said: “The yorkers the 
guys executed were pretty 
good but Alex Blake still 
managed to get under them. 
Some of the sixes and fours 
he hit to the off-side were 
incredible, it looked like he 
was going under what were in 
effect yorkers and managed 
to clear the sweeper on the 
off side which is a hell of a 
shot. 

“All credit to Sam Northeast 
as well. When we got [Darren] 
Stevens out we thought we 
were three quarters of the 
way there. “Usually we’re the 
guys coming out on the other 
side of it by standing up at 
the key moments with 
something special. 

This time it was Blake and 
Northeast and credit to them. 
We’ve put in worst 
performances here and won.” 



Will Smith took 3-24 


Blake blitz 
on the box 

KENT match-winner Alex 
Blake is looking forward to 
watching the highlights of his 
sensational 71 not out at The 
Ageas Bowl. 

His third T20 fifty surpassed 
the two he made last season 
as his career-best. 

“It’s nice to score a career- 
best and even nicer to do it 
on TV.” he said. 

“Hampshire are a good side 
and would have been 
favourites to see the game 
out but we heard it was a 
pretty good wicket so we 
were always in with a chance. 

“Sam [Northeast] did a 
great job and I managed to 
get some away to see us 
there. 

“At the start I wanted to see 
myself in and get Sam on 
strike but we finally got in a 
position where I could go and 
it came off. 

“We’re confident of going a 
long way in this competition.” 
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HAMPSHIRE CRICKET 2015 



TOP SHOT: Hampshire T20 captain James Vince hits out during his 43-ball 66 (Picture by Dave Vokes/ LMI Photography) 



CAREER-BEST: Adam Wheater on his way to an 18-ball 36 (LMI Photography) 


JAMES Vince admitted 
Hampshire were below 
their usual high standards 
after failing to defend 172 
under the Ageas Bowl flood¬ 
lights. 

Never before have Hampshire 
failed to defend such a large T20 
total at The Ageas Bowl. And not 
since 2010, when Marcus Tresco- 
thick’s Somerset overhauled 216 at 
Taunton, have Hampshire made a 
larger, unsuccessful total anywhere 
in the shortest format. 

Vince said: “They played well but 
we didn’t bowl as well as we could 
and we let ourselves down in the 
field. We set higher standards than 
that. 

“They were five down for a long 
time, we were only one wicket away 
from having the the bowlers in. An 
extra five or ten runs with the bat 
or one wicket could have changed 
the game but that’s the nature of 
T20. 

“You can turn it around with a 
half chance, but when someone 
gets going like [Alex Blake] it can 
be dangerous and you have to ac¬ 
cept bowlers won’t nail it every 
time. 

“They grew in confidence and put 


some experienced bowlers, who 
could have done a little bit better, 
under pressure. Fidel’s in the side 
to take wickets but pace on the 
ball can go one of two ways and he 
didn’t get his first over quite right, 
but came back well. 

“We knew it was going to be tough 
but after the start we got off to 


(Kent were 70-5 after ten overs) we 
would back ourselves to defend 172 
nine times out of ten. 

“Ideally we’d have had ten more 
but in the field we gave them at 
least ten runs if not more.” 

The consolation for Vince was 
that he was back to something like 
his best form, the highlight of his 


43-ball 66 being successive sixes 
against Adam Riley’s off spin - 
before he holed out attempting a 
third. 

“It was a nice pitch, a very simi¬ 
lar wicket to last week with good 
pace on the ball,” said the 24 year- 
old, who is sure to make some sides 
pay in the LV County Champion¬ 
ship before too long. 

“I felt like I timed it well last week 
and got some rhythm back with 
time in the middle in the last four- 
dayer,” said Vince, who is averag¬ 
ing 17 with a top score of 37 in the 
Championship. 

“I know what I’m capable of, I’ve 
got to 30 a few times and can’t ex¬ 
pect to get runs every time. Two 
years ago, when I didn’t have runs 
behind me, I would question wheth¬ 
er what I was doing was right. The 
tough bit is sticking with it and 
knowing it will come right, but I 
know my method works. If I felt 
completely out of sorts it would be 
a bit different but I feel ok at the 
crease and just need to get past the 
thirty-mark and get a good score.” 

Will Smith, who took 3-24 with 
his canny off-breaks, said: “It was 
a special innings from Alex Blake. 
Sometimes you just have to give 
credit to the opposition.” 


WILL Smith believes that now is a 
good time for Hampshire to have a 
week off. 

Hampshire are not in action again 
until Friday, when they play 
Glamorgan at the Swalec Stadium in 
the Natwest T20 Blast. 

They return to LV County 
Championship action against 
Worcestershire, the other side in the 
first division’s bottom two, at the 
Ageas Bowl next Sunday. 

Smith said: “Now’s a good time to 
have a break, it’s been a busy time of 
things in the Championship. It’s been 
fairly tough, the guys have worked 
really hard for not a huge amount of 
reward which is a shame because 
we’ve put a lot of effort in. 

“A week off now is good, everyone 
will come back refreshed. We’ll have a 
couple of practice days on Wednesday 
and Thursday and be ready again in 
Cardiff on Friday. 

“Sometimes it’s good to come 
straight back after a defeat but I think 
a rest is as good as anything right 
now.” 

Smith returned to form with an 
unbeaten 64 against Yorkshire at 
Headingley before his 93 against 
Middlesex last week. 

“It’s been a funny Championship 
season in terms of my batting,” he 
said. “I felt really good in the first few 
games in terms of movement. 

“When people don’t score runs they 
always use the cliche I’m hitting the 
ball really well in the nets but 
everything was fine, I just kept finding 
ways of getting out or getting a good 
ball or caught down leg side. 

“I don’t like to use excuses but 
thankfully I was rewarded in the last 
two games. I should be scoring 
consistently in every game and was 
disappointing not to contribute in the 
first two or three games when we 
probably needed it the most.” 

As a three-time Championship 
winner, Smith is no sranger to division 
one but has noticed the step up after a 
season in the bottom tier. 

“There’s a big difference in 
standard, not so much the skill level 
but more the intensity and longevity 
that teams do things in division one. 

“You can’t afford to even have a bad 
half hour let alone a bad session. You 
have to be nailed on every ball of 
every over. 

“That’s something we’re learning the 
hard way. We’ve had little slips in 
almost every game but we’re doing a 
lot of good things. 

“A lot of guys are playing really well 
and bowling very well, we’ve just got 
to put it together and do it for four 
days. 

“On paper our first four games were 
always going to be hard and the fifth 
turned out to be against the league 
leaders (Middlesex). 

“Every game is massive, there isn’t a 
team we can’t beat. But every team 
will be thinking the same and cream 
rises to the top - it’s about the team 
that does it the longest. 

“There’s only one point between the 
bottom four and a lot can happen so 
we’ll keep chipping away. We’ve still 
got sights on the top three or four but 
there’s a lot of work to do.” 



































32 


DAILY ECHO 


Saturday, May 23,2015 


Ciitwmd Sicund! 


With summer on it's way and plans to be made for picnics 
and BBQ's, we've got plenty in store to help make those 
days perfect. Bodum BBQ's; Thermos Cool Bags, Flasks, 
Drinks Bottles, Sistema Lunch Boxes, brightly designed 
paper napkins and much much more. 


THERMOS 



!3 


[appjecrumble^kitsch] 


HIGH STREET 

BISHOPS WALTHAM S0321M 
01489895107 

enquiries@applecrumbleandkitsch.co.uk. 


R&N 

UPFIELD 


Zanussi ZCV668MW 
Ceramic Electric 
Cooker with 
Double Oven 


This large-capacity oven is 
specially designed to cook 
several different dishes at 
once, taking all the stress 
out of preparing a meal. 



£399.99 


We stock a vast range of built in and free standing 
domestic appliances, give us a try before you buy, 
competitive prices with personal service 


Coliseum 

COACHES 

Quality coach 
trips have arrived... 

i GREAT DAYS OUT I 


High Street. Bishop’s Waltham, 
Southampton, S0321AB 
Tel: 01489 892177 
www.ronupfleld.com 
enquiiies@ronupfield.co.uk 




07 JUN Seaton and Sidmouth 
12JUN Swanage for Market Day 

16 JUN Kew Gardens (Coach Fare Only) 

17 JUN Hever Castle 
21 JUN Mystery Tour 
24 JUN Bath 

28 JUN Bruges via Eurotunnel 

Want to know more? 

Call today on 023 8047 2377 and 
quote SD2305 to request your 
£&[ brochure pack. 


£ 22.00 

£ 20.00 

£ 20.00 

£33.00 

£ 20.00 

£ 20.00 

£40.00 




K%< 


023 8047 2377 www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 


QUALITY ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS - PERSONAL SERVICE - REST VALUE 


♦All day excursions are subject to availability 




Is your easy chair 
really that easy? 

Do you find it difficult to get in and out of your chair? 

We provide the very latest in Rise & Recline chairs made 
to measure and in your choice of fabric or leather. Our 
range includes the brand new ‘Hampton’ 
with reading light and fold-away table to 


maKe inings easier ror you. 

High Seat chairs are also , 

1 1 t 

ji 

available to suit your needs. 


For a personal home visit please call 


Free 5 year 
guarantee 


02380 555888 

Many more models in our showroom 

502 Portswood Road, 
Southampton SOI 7 3SP 

www.deeceeupholstery.co.uk 


Re-upholstery 

Specialists 



Southampton 023 8055 7777 

www.disabledaids.org.uk 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 


Finance arranged subject to status 





PTON 


WITH THANKS TO 


P | SOUTHAMPTON itaSy/j ;; Nuffield Health Dally Echo ^Sunsail SuperfiL. up; aummiw 


2016 Entries OPEN at www.abpsouthamptonhalf.co.uk 
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UNBEATABLE CARPET OFFERS 
WILTON ROYAL OUTLET 


WILTON ROYAL CHARTER DELUXE 50oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £28.99m 2 NOW £18.99m 2 
WILTON ROYAL SUPER CHARTER 45oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £24.99m 2 - NOW £13.99 m 2 
WILTON ROYAL ANNIVERSARY TWIST 32oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £19.99m 2 - NOW £11.99m 2 
WILTON ROYAL WOODLANDS 42oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £26.99m 2 NOW £14.99m 2 
WILTON ROYAL CHARTER SUPREME GOLD 60oz 80/20 WOOL TWIST NORMALLY £ 31.99 m 2 - NOW £23.99 m 2 
WILTON ROYAL ENTERPRISE 30oz 80/20 NORMALLY £19.99 m 2 - NOW £9.99m 2 
OVER 400 REMNANTS MANY UP TO 50% OFF 
GREAT RANGE OF COMPETITIVELY PRICED BEDS 


DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE, I OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

RINGWOOD ROAD, woodlands, i www.discountwarehousetotton.co.uk 

SOUTHAMPTON, S040 7GY 

02380 873459 


Oh Dear...Ted is Retiring! 

Our friend and colleague, Ted Dear, is retiring after 40 years of 
loyal service at our premises in Southampton. 

We’ll be sad to see him go, and would like to invite our loyal 
customers to come down and wish him well in his last few days 
from 26th May. You can also enjoy complimentary tea and 
biscuits, and will be able to meet our new shop manager John. 

The shop will be very quiet without Ted passing on his ‘tips of 
the day’, advice on who should be playing for Saints and his 
many cruise experiences. 

We wish him well in his retirement and hope he enjoys spending 
time with his family. 

120-124 Macnaghten Road, Southampton, Hampshire S018 1GH 
Tel: 023 8022 5622 info@ridonglass.co.uk www.ridonglass.co.uk 



RIDON 


Established since 1972 



Discount Warehouse (Totton) Ltd. 

Our customers come back again and again! 


WILTON 

RQYAL 


WILTON 

BqYal 
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TROJANS are certainly making 
the most of last season’s relegation 
reprieve by joint topping the SEPL 
Division 3 table. 

But for Fair Oak’s demotion because 
of poor ground marks at Lapstone 
Park, Trojans (who finished second 
from bottom of SPL3 last season) 
would have been playing in the Hamp¬ 
shire League this summer. 

Reprieved, they’ve begun on as three- 
match winning streak with victories 
over Totton & Eling Havant and Alton 
second teams. 

They share top spot in Division 3 with 
Waterlooville, both on 61 points. 

The top order batting of Simon Wil¬ 
liams has been a key component, com¬ 
piling three scores of 50 or more and 
jolting the Hampshire Over-50s selec¬ 
tors in the process. 

Simon’s father Trevor, a fine football¬ 
er and cricketer in his day, played for 
the county vets and his eldest son isn’t 
far off emulating him. 


Trojans. Back (from left) Mahmood ul Hassan, Faisal Wazir, Abdul Manjra, E Pope, Dan Babidge, Jordan Wright. Seated: 
Nigel le bas, Simon Williams, Ed Boyd, James Truscott, Jamie Donaldson. 


OTR’S INCREDIBLE TULKS 



The incredible Tulks, from left: Ian, grandfather Derek, ton-up Harry and father Stuart. 


THE Tulk dynasty in Southampton 
club cricket circles is into its third 
generation. 

Sixty seasons after Derek Tulk 
made his solitary County Cham¬ 
pionship appearance against Tom 
Graveney’s Gloucestershire at North¬ 
lands Road, 16-year old grandson 
Harry celebrated a maiden century 
for the family club, Old Tauntonians 
& Romsey, writes Mike Vimpany. 

He made a career-best 107 in OTs’ 
win over Fareham & Crofton - his 
maiden ton setting up a 49-run for the 
County Division 1 newcomers. 

Appropriately Derek, a fine expo¬ 
nent of seam and off-spin bowling in 
the dominant Old Tauntonians’ side 
of the Seventies, was on hand to buy 
his grandson the celebratory jug! 

Harry is the teenage son of left¬ 
hander Stuart Tulk and nephew 
Ian, who both played in the OTs side 
which won the Southern League title 
in 1989. 

Tulk minor, who made 74 against 
Fair Oak the previous week, scored 
well over half of the OTR total of 181, 
which Fareham rarely threatened, 
despite skipper Luke Gould hitting 
48 after earlier taking 3-26. 

Another teenager, Matt Bampton 
took 5-23 as Fareham slipped to 132 
all out. 

Fareham were among the five CD1 
sides going into today’s third round 
of matches chasing a first win. 

They hosted St Cross Symondians 
II, who found themselves on the re¬ 
ceiving end of a massive 179-run de¬ 
feat by Fair Oak, arguably the book¬ 
ies favourites to regain the Premier 
League slot taken away from them 
last year. 

Centurion Asad Abbas and skipper 
Andy Mash, who bagged seven wick¬ 
ets, were the key movers in an Oaks 
rout. 

Abbas, who doesn’t tend to hang 
about at the crease, rattled off a 
six and 16 fours in his 102, while Ed 
Kemp (30) and university student 
Will Brewster (29) also made hay in 
the Fair Oak run romp. 


Having been smashed for 245, St 
Cross were then ripped apart by 
Andy Mash (7-21), who took the first 
seven wickets before the Winchester 
visitors sank to 66 all out. 

Also yet to fire are Hook & Newn- 
ham Basics II, Hayling Island, Locks 
Heath and Ventnor II. 

Hook looked on a potential winner 
when Sam Bruin (79) and Graham 
Buckingham (58) opened up with a 
century-plus partnership at Shrew- 
ton, but only Kevin Light (30) made 
his mark later in the innings as Ba¬ 
sics, having reached a threatening 
170-3, were dismissed for 225 (Will 
Harries 4-14). 

Richard Barnett (39) and Dan Bing- 
ley (28) got Shrewton’s reply going, 
but teenager Oily May took 3-42 to 
reduce the hosts to 120-5. 


Not wanting his earlier efforts to go 
to waste, Will Harries (28) joined Stu 
Cruse (48 not out) to effectively seal it 
for Shrewton. 

Promoted Haying Island are finding 
it tough at the top, their weakened 
side proving no match for Ellingham, 
who have started in the same manner 
as in 2013 - by winning! 

Aaron Barker and Sean Leadbetter 
each scored 60 as Ellingham racked 
up 212-7 before dismissing the CD1 
newboys for 138. 

Locks Heath went down by 99 runs 
to Purbrook, while Ventnor came a 
cropper as Jason King took 6-28 as 
Portchester bowled them out for 132 
to win by eight wickets, with Blake 
Barnwell hitting 73 not out. 

Burridge II didn’t give too much 
for their chances when they sank to 


62-7 against Ryde, but Clive Slaugh¬ 
ter (45) got the tail wagging and the 
hosts ended up with 140. 

Ryde finished on 133, an agonis¬ 
ing seven runs short - Andy Peck’s 
eight-wicket spell of leg-spin bowl¬ 
ing too hot to handle. 

Near neighbours Sarisbury Ath¬ 
letic II may well be a side to watch 
in County 1. 

With players of the calibre of Pe¬ 
ter Hammond (81) in their side, they 
possess a strong batting armoury 
- as was proved when they chased 
down Ropley’s 245 (Alex Spencer 82) 
to win by five wickets, Sam Floyd hit¬ 
ting a half-century. 

Relegated Portsmouth & Southsea 
have also begun well, Matt Benfield’s 
55 securing a seven wicket win over 
New Milton II (134). 


Branford 
unbeaten 
at crease 

HURSLEY Park, Lord’s 
winners back in 1992, 
are through to the county 
semi-finals of the Davidslow 
Village Cup after a 
comfortable five-wicket win 
over Paultons. 

Sam Rennison took 3-33 
with the ball and was involved 
in a spectacular run-out as 
Hursley capped a fine display 
in the field by restricting 
Paultons to 161-9. 

That was a target they 
passed with four overs to 
spare. 

Paul Marks (36) helped 
Hursley away to a flying start, 
which Matt Branford (35 not 
out) and Nick Wheeler (22 not 
out) duly expanded. 

Hursley will visit Eversley in 
the Hampshire semis,. 

Sparsholt, meanwhile, 
benefitted from Ellingham’s 
withdrawal to earn a home tie 
with Follands in the other half 
of the draw. 



Paul Marks 


Parley still 
up for cup 

PARLEY didn’t have to work 
too hard to brush aside 
Burbage & Easton Royal by 
97 runs in the Village Cup. 

Teenager George Wilson 
(58) and Roshan Embalagama 
(46) top scored before 
opening pair Tom Blackley 
(4-7) and Jamie Hicks (3-27) 
ripped into the visitors’ top 
order. 

Parley’s 201-8 looked a 
million miles away when 
Easton slumped to 20-6. 

They totalled 104 - top 
scorer was 23 wides - with 
Max Collins (3-29) finishing 
things off. 

Parley host Wiltshire side 
Great Bedwyn on Sunday 
week, May 31. 

Rowledge raced through 
too, ripping Frensham out for 
84, before Chris Yates (51) 
and Nick Morrant (31) 
completed the formalities. 

Rowledge host Lingfield for 
a place in the Surrey final. 
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CAPTAIN STEPS DOWN 


RICHARD Morris relinquished the 
Bashley (Rydal) captaincy before 
vowing to throw his full support be¬ 
hind his successor, writes MIKE 
VIMPANY. 

The 27-year-old, named skipper in 

2011, said that “increased work com¬ 
mitments” meant he could no longer 
continue in the role. 

Newbury-based Morris, a national 
sales manager for clothing suppliers 
Serious Sport, will continue to play 
for the Bash and was due to feature 
in today’s New Forest derby against 
Lymington. 

He said: “The reality is that I’ve got 
increased work commitments. 

“I live 60 miles away from the club 
and I think it’s the right time for 
someone else to take the captaincy on 
and start shaping it. 

“I’m immensely proud of what 
we’ve done over the past four years, 
especially winning the Southern 
Electric T20 at the Ageas Bowl in 

2012, and we have had some good fin¬ 
ishes in the league whereas when I 
took over we were ninth. 

“We’ve brought in a lot of new, 
young local cricketers and the results 
have been there on the field. 

“We’ve made some great strides for¬ 
ward, but I have great work demands 
as well as the fact that I play Minor 
Counties Championship cricket for 
Berkshire on a Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday 

“I’m not sure I can dedicate the time I 
could to it three years ago and I think it’s 
time for someone else to take it on. 

“The timing might seem strange but 



Richard Morris 

it’s something I have given thought to 
for a little while.” 

Morris is the second local Southern 
Electric Premier League skipper to 
step down this week after Ryan Beck 
decided to relinquish the reins at 
New Milton. 

Meanwhile, Morris hopes to be in¬ 
volved in the process to determine 


his successor and pledged his full 
support for the future skipper. 

He added: “I will continue to play 
and I’m looking forward to support¬ 
ing whoever takes it on. 

“The cricket committee is going 
to sit down and come up with a list 
of names who we’d like to speak to 
about it. 


“I’d like to be involved in that pro¬ 
cess and I think I will be. 

“Whoever does get the job will have 
my full support.” 

Simon Watkins returned to the 
Bashley team this weekend and cap¬ 
tained the side, while Berkshire’s 
James Morris (Richard’s elder 
brother) is also back in the fold. 



Ryan Beck 


Frustration over form means 
Beck steps down as skipper 


RYAN Beck admitted frustration 
over his own loss of form had 
brought forward his to decision to 
stand down as captain of New Mil- 
ton. 

Beck handed over the reins to 
right-hand man James Park prior 
to today’s visit to Totton & Eling, 
writes MIKE VIMPANY. 

The decision brings to an end 
uncertainty over the position 
after Beck had initially resigned 
at the end of last season before 
stepping back in for one last push 
for promotion from the Southern 
Electric Premier League Division 
One. 

Beck confirmed from the outset 
that 2015 would be his last at the 
helm but with a broken finger 
stifling his form during the 
opening weeks of the campaign, 
he has decided to step aside. 

In a short statement released 
by the club, Beck said: “I want to 
get into the side on merit and not 
because I’m the captain.” 

During his tenure, Beck led the 
Fernhill outfit to victory in the 
President’s Cup and T20 Plate. 

New Milton had won three out 


of three SPL1 matches so far but 
Beck missed their latest triumph, 
a five-wicket victory over Liphook 
& Ripsley, through injury. 

Ironically, he played in the club’s 
Hampshire League side - and had 
the misfortune to sample a rare 
taste of defeat by Portsmouth & 
Southsea. 

It was the first match he had 
missed for 12 years having 
played through the pain barrier 
at Calmore Sports and Hartley 
Wintney. 

Beck left his side second in the 
table behind Hook & Newnham 
Basics and in pretty good shape. 

With James Haggaty joining 
from Totton & Eling, New Milton 
have acquired a quality Premier 
Division player, one who has 
already made his mark with the 
bat. 

Encouragingly, teenage seamer 
George Watts is developing into 
a fine young opening bowler, 
giving New Milton a nice balance 
from which to launch another 
promotion push. 

SEPL coverage in the Daily Echo 
next Tuesday and Wednesday. 


Andover 
to face 
strong XI 

ANDOVER’S batsmen can 
expect to face life in the fast 
lane when Jimmy Adams 
brings a powerful Hampshire 
XI to London Road for a 
twenty20 benefit match on 
Bank Holiday Monday, 3pm. 

West Indies Test paceman 
Fidel Edwards and South 
African teenager Brad Wheal 
will share the new ball against 
the local Southern Electric 
Premier League side. 
Admission to the match is £5, 
but entry for kids is free. 

Hampshire: Jimmy Adams, 
Liam Dawson, Michael 
Carberry, Sean Terry, Sean 
Ervine, Chris Wood, Danny 
Briggs, Adam Wheater, James 
Tomlinson, Brad Wheal, Fidel 
Edwards. 

• Don’t miss Mike 
Vimpany’s Southern Electric 
Premier League previews in 
the Daily Echo every Friday, 
and his reports every Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 





Jimmy Adams 

Opener 

scheduled 

THERE was an air of relief in 
the Sarisbury Athletic camp 
today as their long awaited 

- and subsequently delayed 

- first Premier Division match 
on Allotment Road soil was 
scheduled to take place. 

Sarisbury were denied 
promotion in 2012 because 
the size of the ground did not 
conform with ECB 
regulations. Having extended 
the boundary just to the left 
of the pavilion, Sarisbury got 
the nod when they won the 
SPL1 title again last year. 

But when drainage 
contractors dumped sand on 
the outfield before the 
season began, Allotment 
Road was declared unfit for 
Premier Division cricket, 
leaving Sarisbury to play their 
home games elsewhere. 

The sand is still very 
evident, but a healthy 
covering of grass is now 
covering the problem area. 
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BTC Southampton 


Premier League is decided 

BTC clinch 
the trophy 



Colden Common Vets 



EPFC 


BTC Southampton topped 
the honours charts in 
the 2014/15 Drew Smith 
Southampton League, 
writes ROD SUTHER¬ 
LAND. 

They clinched the Premier 
Division title when main ri¬ 
vals Comrades lost 4-1 to a 
resurgent Nursling. 

BTC had the chance of 
a League and Cup double 
when they reached the Sen¬ 
ior League Cup final, but lost 
on penalties to Braishfield. 

The Supplementary Cup fi¬ 
nal was an all Premier Divi¬ 
sion affair with Bishopstoke 
beating Nursling 2-0 at the 
BTC ground. 

In Senior 1 it looked like 
a two horse race for a long 
time with Chamberlayne 
AFC leading the way ahead 
of AFC Gulf Western. 

The SDFA Junior A Cup 
was a tight derby which saw 
Matt Harrington’s goal give 
Junior 1 East Boldre victory 
over Junior 2 Woodlands. 

The Junior League Cup 
was also a Junior 1 v Junior 
2 affair with Warsash Wasps 
coming from behind to win 
3-1 against Sporting Wessex. 

East Boldre, who lost on 
penalties in the Junior 
League Cup semis, suffered 
a similar fate in the last four 
of the Hampshire A Cup 
against Ryde Saints. 

Too much involvement in 
cups proved East Boldre’s 
undoing in the League as 
they crashed 5-0 to Park 


Sports, but it was a 3-0 de¬ 
feat at AFC Botley that en¬ 
sured the title went to Park 
Sports who waited patiently 
for East Boldre to plough 
through their massive back¬ 
log. 

EPFC took the honours in 
Junior 2 ahead of Capital. 

The Junior 3 title race was 
a two way tussle between 
New Forest Reserves and 
Athletico Romsey with the 
former emerging victorious 
following a last match 4-1 
victory at Inmar after they 
trailed at half time. 

Thompson won Junior 4 
with a comeback 3-2 victory 
in their final match at main 
rivals FC White Horse, who 
led 2-0 at one stage . 

Thompson also took the 
SDFA Junior B Cup with a 
2-1 victory over Upham Re¬ 
serves. 

Knightwood United spent 
most of the season on the 
heels of SDFA B Cup semi¬ 
finalists Shield FC but a 2-1 
victory towards the end gave 
them the Junior 5 title with 
two games to spare. 

The Veterans A division 
was a three horse race run¬ 
ning into the business end of 
the season with Colden Com¬ 
mon finishing their season 
looking over their shoulders 
at Sporting BTC and Hythe 
Aztecs. 

Aztecs put paid to Sporting 
but then crashed 2-0 to Locks 
Heath, leaving Colden Com¬ 
mon as champions. 


There was some disap¬ 
pointment in this division 
with three teams dropping 
out when the going got 
tough, which may lead to a 
review of the Veterans sec¬ 
tions. 

The various Veterans Cups 
proved interesting with five 
different teams involved in 
the three finals. 

The Hampshire Cup saw 
Colden Common lose to 
Sporting BTC on penalties. 

The SDFA Cup saw a 5-1 
victory for Hythe Aztecs 
over Locks Heath, who end¬ 
ed Aztecs’ league hopes in 
retaliation. 

Aztecs defeated BTC Soton 
in the League Cup final, tri¬ 
umphing 5-4 after being 5-1 
up at one stage. 

Langley Manor were wor¬ 
thy winners of the Vets B di¬ 
vision, coming from behind 
to win 2-1 at Priory Rovers 
and deny BTC Soton B the 
title. 

The Veterans Over 40 divi¬ 
sion was won at a canter by 
Redlynch & Woodfalls, scor¬ 
ing over 100 goals and win¬ 
ning by 13 points. 

Hamble had the chance 
for revenge in the Over 40’s 
League Cup final, but Red¬ 
lynch won 4-2. 

The Womens division was 
won by Fleetlands on goal 
difference over Hampshire 
Constabulary. 

In the Play-off cup, Fleet- 
lands came from 1-2 down to 
hammer New Forest 8-2. 




Gulf Western 


Fleetlands Ladies 


Got a non-league story? Ring Wendy Gee on 023 80424 482 






















Saturday, May 23,2015 


DAILY ECHO 


37 



Knightwood 


Langley Manor 




New Forest Reserves. 


Park Sports 




Redlynch and Woodfalls 


Thompsons 


FINAL DREW SMITH LEAGUE TABLES 2014-15 

BTC Soton 

14 

3 

1 

10 

24 

44 

10 

Woodlands 

16 
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1 

6 

40 

32 28 

Thompson 

14 

11 

1 

2 

43 

17 

34 

Veterans A 








Premier 








Comrades 

14 

2 

0 

12 

14 

46 

6 

Wellington 

16 

9 

0 

7 

31 

35 27 

White Horse 

14 10 

0 

4 

46 

19 

30 
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Junior 1 








Botley V 

16 

7 

3 

6 

41 

42 24 

Park Sports 

14 

9 

2 

3 

42 

28 

29 
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BTC Soton 

18 

13 

4 

1 

58 

19 

43 









Priory 

16 

7 

2 

7 

34 

35 23 

Upham Res 

14 

7 

0 

7 

39 

26 

21 

Colden C 

10 

7 

2 

1 

32 

13 

23 

Comrades 

18 

11 

3 

4 

54 

30 

36 


P 

W 

D 
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Sporting W 

16 

5 

1 

10 

34 

36 16 

Weston City 

14 

6 

3 

5 

32 

28 

21 

Sp BTC10 

6 

1 

3 

31 

10 

19 


Burridge 

18 

10 

3 

5 

36 

14 

33 

Park Sports 

18 

14 

3 

2 

60 

22 

45 

New Forest 

16 

4 

2 

10 

26 

40 14 

AFC Station 

14 

4 

0 

10 

23 

43 

12 

Hythe Aztecs 10 

6 

1 

3 

24 

10 

19 

Nursling 

18 

10 

2 

6 

34 

31 

32 

East Boldre 

18 

12 

2 

4 

43 

25 

38 

Hamble Utd 

16 

3 

3 

10 

24 

50 12 

Hythe Aztecs 14 

3 

2 

9 

34 

53 

11 

Locks Heath 

10 

5 

0 

5 

22 

25 

15 

Solent Saints 18 

8 

4 

6 

31 

26 28 

AFC Botley 

18 

11 

4 

3 

56 

19 

37 

Junior 3 







AFC Nemesis14 

1 

2 

11 

20 

65 

5 

BTC Soton A10 

4 

0 

6 

24 

26 

12 

Soton Un 

18 

8 

3 

7 

31 

23 

27 

Montefiore 

18 

11 

1 

6 

68 

51 

34 
















Baddesley P100 

0 

10 

8 

57 

0 


Real FC 

18 

5 

1 

12 

26 

38 

16 

Warsash s 

18 

9 

2 

7 

56 

25 

29 
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Junior 5 
















Durley 

18 

3 

6 

9 

22 

43 

15 

Applewood 

18 

7 

0 

11 

45 

44 21 

New Forest 

16 

14 

1 

1 

84 

34 43 

















Bishopstoke 

18 

4 

1 

13 

25 

52 

13 

Lowford FC 

18 
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0 

11 

38 

53 

21 

Athletico 

16 

12 

2 

2 

74 

25 38 
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Veterans B 








Hedge End 

18 

3 

3 

12 

23 

56 

12 

Burridge 

18 

6 

0 

12 

41 

67 

18 

Shamble 

16 

8 

3 

5 

57 

38 27 

Knightwood 

14 12 

0 

2 

56 

19 

36 









Senior 1 








Compton 

18 

4 

1 

13 

33 

53 

13 

Testwood 

16 

7 

3 

6 

43 

37 24 

Shield FC 

14 

9 

1 

4 

45 

26 

28 
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Durley Res 

18 

2 

1 

15 

29 

110 

7 

Airways 

16 

6 

2 

8 

41 

45 20 

Waltham W 

14 

9 

0 

5 

58 

26 

27 

Langley M 

18 

11 

4 

3 

53 

37 

37 
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Wei low 

16 

5 

4 

7 

45 

42 19 

Hiltingbury 

14 

8 

0 

6 

36 

44 

24 

Michelmersh 

18 

10 

2 

6 

65 

41 

32 

Gulf Western 14 

11 

1 

2 

30 

15 

34 









Phoenix XI 

16 

5 

2 

9 

44 

51 17 

Warsash 

14 

4 

3 

7 

22 

32 

15 

BTC Soton 

18 

9 

3 

6 

48 

48 

30 

Braishfield 

14 

8 

4 

2 

31 

18 

28 

Junior 2 








Inmar 

16 

2 

4 

10 

27 

49 10 

Romsey Res 

14 

4 

1 

9 

23 

40 

13 

Priory V 

18 

7 

3 

8 

44 

45 

24 

Chamberlay 

14 

9 

2 

3 

38 

15 

26 









BTC Sot A 

16 

2 

1 

13 

22 

116 7 

Braishfield 

14 

3 

3 

8 

22 

37 

12 

Redbridge 

18 

6 

2 

10 

40 

44 20 

Bishops W 

14 

5 

4 

5 

30 

26 

19 
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Junior 4 







West End 

14 

3 

0 

11 

30 

68 

9 

Royal Mail 

18 

6 

2 

10 

29 

57 

20 

Langley M 

14 

5 

3 

6 

27 

30 

18 

EPFC 

16 

11 

1 

4 

49 

33 

34 
















Compton 

18 

6 

0 

12 

36 

43 

18 

Compton 

14 

4 

3 

7 

29 

29 

15 

Capital 

16 

10 

1 

5 

47 

23 

31 
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F 

A PTS 


















Log on to dailyecho.co.uk/sport/football/local/ for our online coverage 
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Auto Roller 746. 6 
Berths, 5 Belted 
Seats, rear lounge 


4* Get Set for 

Sunmm 

withSOLENT 

MOTOR HOMES HIRE!! 


lancg disappearing 
into ihe sunset? 


Hire a motorhome this summer, pull over with 
the ponies for a night in the New Forest, fun 
at the FI and festivals. See the sunset from 
Land's End, lunch in Limoges, or just lose 
yourself In France! We have the motorhome 
to suit you. from a cool VW Campervan to 
the family 6 berth motorhome. Home from 
home. The most relaxing way to enjoy your 
very next holiday! 




Solent Motor Homes Ltd, 5 Upton Road, Dorset BH17 7AA Mam authorised agents for 

t: 01202 801705 e: info@solentmotorhomes.co.uk roller team 
mMoflwHOMtt I www.soientmotorhomes.co.uk Luxury *****0,™ 



• Made to measure 
new kitchens 

• Wall and floor tiling 

• Building work 

• Plastering 

Painting and decorating 

• Replacement doors 
made to measure 

• Sinks, taps & worktops 



‘When making a bt Hiking before J 1st July 2015. Packages available throughout the year, 
please view the website forfull terms and conditions 


Boutique 4* breaks in Guernsey at Fermain Valley Graze! SO Cl 


4 star luxury flight inclusive packages 


www fcrmainvallcy com 


► 0800 316 0314 or email 

► hook® fcrmainvalley.com 


© FRF.F. SUPER-FAST WIFI 
© FREE TRANSFER 


Enjoy an enchanted stay in Guernsey and choose from 
a 3, 5 or 7 night boutique break at the Fermain Valley 
Hotel. 


Our 3 night B&B stay includes return flights , a 
complimentary> 3 course meal on one evening, transfers 
from the airport and a big smile. 


Just a short flight time from the UK, this secluded retreat 
feels a world away. Overlooking a picturesque bay with 
exceptional service as standard, it's the perfect location 
to unwind in and revitalise your senses. 


Quote GRAZE 1 to receitre £50 dining iredit to use in the 
hotel during your stay * 


HOTEL GUERNSEY ^ 


New appliances 


023 8042 8500 



www.kitchens-southampton.co.uk 

Showroom at 
29 Salisbury Road Arcade 
Totton 

Southampton 
S0403HX 

Add your 

Home Services 

business 

FREE 


. . .easy to use 

local home services 

online guide 

click2fiftd 

click2find.co.uk 



HAIR 

BOX 


Kelly's Perfect Lashes & The Hairbox Launch Party 


Come and meet the legend himself Jimmy White MBE who will be raffling a 
signed snooker cue. Come down On Sunday 31st May 2015 between 
3pm and 6pm (Located above Sainsbury's in Shirley). 

50% discount for treatments booked on the day 

The very best in Southampton for eyelash extensions, hair and beauty, dance 
and fitness, osteopathy and health All businesses win be showcasing their 
expertise on the day. 

NOT TO BE MISSED... 

^©soPerfeciiasnes Hi Facebook 

wwwkellysperfectlashes cock wwwthehairboxsouthamptoncouk 




Denture wearers! 4% *“***«*■* 

Afraid to smile? 


Become a Changing Faces* patient and 
experience a premium denture service. 
Call 02380 070178 


Changing Faces’Denture Clinic 

www.changingfacesdentures.co.uk 

Hampshire House, 169a High Street, Southampton SOM 2BY 

Lee Butler. Clinical Dental Technician GDC No: 108662 


• Life like precision complete 
& partial dentures 

• Implant assisted dentures 
that offer comfort and stability 

• 0% finance available 
(terms apply) 

• Free mini consultations 


"The results are 
truly fantastic" 
Diane 


Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 



Waters & Sons , W) s , 

Independent Funeral Directors I.td 

Quality Affordable Funerals 
Low cost funeral £ 1QQZ 

nil inrluKtvp ± 7 /J 


all inclusive 

106 Spring Road. Sholing. 
Southampton. SOI9 2QB 

Tel: 023 8043 4244 


247 Aldcrmoor Road. 
Southampton. SO 16 5NU 

Tel: 023 8078 3900 


www.runerdldirectiirvsnuthumptuit.cu.uk 
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Mud Island Garden Centre 


Bedding, patio & basket plants 
We have been growing top 
quality bedding, patio & basket 
plants for over 40 years. 

Perennials Always a garden 
favourite. Due to the 


Coffee Shop 
Relax in the sunshine 
on the lawn whilst you enjoy 
your tea & cake from our quaint 
coffee shop. 


ever increasing 
range available 
these cottage plants 


are becoming more popular. 


Topiary & Specimens 

Each plant has been personally selected by us & imported from our 
Italian grower to guarantee the best plants possible. 

We are an independent family run garden centre. Many plants are homegrown.We also stock 
numerous plants from specialist nurseries to enable us to offer you the vast variety you see 
today. We have always prided ourselves on high quality plants at good value prices. 

SOUTHWICK ROAD, WICKHAM, FAREHAM, HANTS P017 6JF Tel: 01329 834407 

www.WMdislandnurseries.couk Open every day <iayv\ - spwi 





TIIE UNIVERSITY O 

WINCHES 


■at 


You have chosen to say and the University 

of Winchester could be the ideal location to utter those 
important two words. 


TATe have developed a reputation as an excellent wedding venue 
V V and aim to provide the best possible service to you and your 
guests on your big day. 

Civil Licence 
Exclusive use 


Reception for 50-200guests 
Award-winning menus 
Experienced catering team and 
wedding co-ordinator. 


The University of Winchester, Winchester, S022 4NR 
www.winchester.ac. uk/conferences 
Telephone: 01962 827322 
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YOUTH FOOTBALL... YOUTH FOOTBALL 


Hythe & Dibden Under-15s Phoenix with their medals. 


HYTHE & Dibden Youth FC’s an¬ 
nual six-a-side tournament is go¬ 
ing from strength to strength. 

The 2015 event was the biggest 
and best yet with 130 teams en¬ 
tered from across the region. 

Club spokesman Steve Browne 
said: “In two jam-packed days 
around 1,000 children, from un- 
der-7 to under-14, played great 
football in a great, fun environ¬ 
ment at our home ground in 
Shore Road, Hythe. 


“This success was the result 
of much hard work by commit¬ 
tee members, managers, coaches, 
parents and players who worked 
like Trojans to prepare pitches, 
organise parking, cook burgers, 
make tea and, of course, run a 
football tournament on such a 
large scale. 

“Younger age groups were non¬ 
competitive with group games 
and all players receiving a med¬ 
al. Entries were so good that we 


A Hythe & Dibden team group. 


could run both main and sub-cup 
competitions with quarter and 
semi-finals - great entertainment 
for all. 

“The club would like to thank 
everyone who took part - let’s do 
it all again next year!” 

HDYFC currently runs 22 teams 
from under-7 to under-18 play¬ 
ing in the New Forest, Eastleigh 
& District Mini Soccer, Tyro and 
City of Southampton leagues. 

Last year they were awarded FA 


Charter Standard status. 

“We continue to grow with 
more new teams in the pipeline 
for next season,” said Browne. 

The club also runs specialist 
goalkeeper training sessions and 
a pay-as-you-go soccer school for 
children from reception to Year 
3. All sessions are run by mini¬ 
mum Level 1 FA coaches. 

Email your youth football sto¬ 
ries to echosport@dailyecho. 
co.uk. 


Teddyhas 
big target 
for Boro 


TEDDY Sheringham has 
set himself a big target 
for his maiden season as 
a manager as he aims to 
better the sixth-placed 
finish achieved by new 
club Stevenage during the 
2014/15 campaign. 

The former Portsmouth 
striker will be back at 
Fratton Park in League Two 
next season having taken 
his first foray into 
management with Boro. 

He has left his role as 
attacking coach at West 
Ham to replace Graham 
Westley at the Sky Bet 
League Two club. 

After reaching the play¬ 
offs, Stevenage last week 
lost their two-legged semi¬ 
final with Southend 4-2 on 
aggregate after extra time. 

Sheringham, 49, has his 
sights set on a promotion 
challenge again. 

“To do better than last 
season has to be the aim,” 
said the Tottenham and 
Manchester United striker. 

“I know that’s a big aim 
right now. That will be the 
aim for whatever football 
club you’re working for.” 


Teddy Sheringham 


Saints at 
Wembley 


TWO Saints loanees will be 
aiming to end their season- 
long loan with promotion this 
weekend. Young defenders 
Jordan Turnbull and Jack 
Stephens have been regulars 
for Swindon Town, who on 
Sunday meet Preston North 
End in the League 1 play-off 
final. 
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Young Stags shine 


FANTASTIC 


AFC Totton Under-16s 


“This group of Under-16s have 
been fantastic this season, on and 
off the field. 

“They have shown discipline, 
desire and determination - you 
cannot ask for anything else. 

“Obviously, winning the Hamp¬ 
shire Cup early was excellent, but 
to go on and win the league was 
the icing on the cake, especially 
as they had to play their last six 
games in 14 days.” 

The character of Totton’s 
young side shone through when 
they beat Winchester Black 2-1, 
despite playing the second half 


with only ten men because of an 
injury to Matthew Brewer. 

Two days later the casualty list 
had grown longer and they had to 
play a full match against Romsey 
Town Cougars a man down. 

Against the odds they clawed 
their way back from 2-0 down to 
2-2 and, despite falling behind 
again, managed to salvage a 3-3 
draw thanks to a stunning Ollie 
Dennett volley with 60 seconds 
remaining. 

“It was that game that gave 
them the inspiration and belief 
that they could do it,” smiled 


Kitcher. “They drew one more 
game and won their last three, 
which was amazing really.” 

Even more amazingly, eight 
from that Under-16 team - Dan¬ 
iel Poynter, William Lovell, Joe 
Atherton, Connor Summers, 
James Parker-Trott, Harry Har¬ 
ris, Brewer and Dennett - have 
been regulars for Totton’s re¬ 
serves, a massive achievement 
considering their tender age. 

AFC Totton will shortly be 
holding trials for next season’s 
Hampshire Youth League Un- 
der-18 side. 


Open trial sessions will be held 
at Testwood Recreation Ground, 
Totton, on Tuesdays June 2 and 
June 9 from 6.30 to 8pm. 

A third and final trial, which 
will be invitation only, is sched¬ 
uled for Tuesday, June 16 at the 
same time and venue. 

Interested players are asked to 
contact Shawn Kitcher on 07824 
668747 or email him at skitch- 
er7@sky.com 

Please state your name, age, 
contact number, the position you 
play and your previous club, as it 
will help prepare for trial nights. 


PROUD manager Shawn Kitcher 
has praised the “discipline, desire 
and determination” of AFC Tot¬ 
ton’s double-winning Under-16 
team. 

With the Stags determined to 
feed more teenage talent through 
to their Southern League side, 
the exploits of Kitcher’s young 
troops bode well for the future, 
writes WENDY GEE. 

Having won the Under-16 
Hampshire Cup in March with a 
convincing 3-0 win over Fareham 
Town at Hampshire FA’s Winkle- 
bury stadium, they followed it up 
by clinching the Southampton Di¬ 
vision One title, beating Eastleigh 
White 6-1 in their last game of the 
season. 

Kitcher said: “AFC Totton is 
thriving with young talent at the 
moment, which can only be good 
news for [first-team boss] Steve 
Hollick and his managerial team. 





















































